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Santer Statement at End of Madrid EU Summit 


LD1612181295 Ecully Euronews Television Network 
in French 1546 GMT 16 Dec 95 


[Statement by European Commission President Jacques 
Santer at news conference at end of EU summit in 
Madrid — live] 

{[FBIS Translated Text] Thank you, Mr. President [Fe- 
lipe Gonzalez}. Following this introduction I can be very 
brief. 

The European Commission is very pleased. I had 
hoped that the European Council would send out strong 
messages. It did. | wanted it to prove the skeptics 
wrong. It did, and in the conclusions I find all the points 
tha, correspond to the hopes that the commission had 
expressed with this European meeting in mind. 

The major challenges that | outlined in front of the 
European Parliamem. for the year 2000 have been fully 
confirmed. 


I note that first, the single currency is irreversible. The 
Euro will exist on | January 1999. 

Second, determined action against unemployment and 
for improved competitiveness will be pursued. We have 
examined the reports for one year only and those for 
more than one year from the finance ministrics and 
social affairs ministries. [sentence as heard) We did a 
follow up [preceding two words in English] for these 
reports. We have also introduced new ideas and new 
plans for small and medium-sized businesses. | think 
that this is also a good thing, a good move forward in 
Our joint struggle against unemployment. 

Third, the Inter-Governmental Conference will start in 
March 1996. Its importance for the future of the union 
is Clear, and it is undoubtedly the excellent work carried 
out by Carlos Westendorp [Spanish secretary of state for 
the European communities} that will form the basis for 
the preparation of the Inter-Governmental Conference. 


Fourth, the framework for the negotiations for en- 
largement will be set up, but first of all, the Inter- 
Governmental Conference, with a result , sarantecing 
that the union will not be diluted, and as from now the 
commission will look into the impact of enlargement on 
joint policies in more depth. [sentence as heard] Imme- 
diately after the end of the Inter-Govern mental Confer- 
ence it will submit its opinions of cach the candidate 
countries as well as a general document on cnictgement. 
In parallel we are preparing the future financing of the 
union and after the end of the Inter-Governmental Con- 
ference, the commission will submit its thoughts. 


This European Council has also paid a lot of attention 
to the union's foreign relations. I will not elaborate on 
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this issue as our conclusions are detailed and | promised 
you that | would be brief. 


To conclude, this European Council was theretore a 
good crowning achievement of an excellent Spanish 
presidency, for which first of all I thank President Felipe 
Gonzalez, as well as all those who helped him, such 
as Javier Solana, Carlos Westendorp, Pedro Solbes. 
and all those who have contributed to the success 
of this Spanish presidency, and in the name of the 
European Commission | would like to thank them for 
the European commitment. 


Gonzalez Statement at News Conference 
LD1I612180098 Madrid TVE Internacional leleviaon 
in Spanish 1545 GMT 16 Dec 9S 


[Statement by Spanish Prime Minister Felipe Gonzalez 
at news conference at cad of EU summit in Madnd 
live] 


[FBIS Translated Text} Good afternoon and thank you 
for attending this news conference, with which we 
will give an account of the results of the European 
Council. The first thing I would like to say — so as 
not to keep you for long because you already have 
a lot of information — ts that the basic objectives 
of the European Council have been attained. | will 
highlight three elements — first, passage to a single 
currency which, as you know, gave fise to some 
delicate questions, including what the currency was 
going to be called; second, the putting into practice 
of an employment policy, with an annual review of 
employment programs to be carried out every December 
by the European Council itself; and third, petting 
the Inter-Governmental Conference on 29 March 1996 
under way — an important basis for the work of the 
conference will be the report prepared by the reflection 
group. Naturally, these were not the only issucs dealt 
with by the summit. 


Important foreign policy decisions have been adopted, 
some of them basically duc to the work of the Spanish 
presidency during this semester. As you know there 
has been a Euro-Mediterrancan summit. Yesterday we 
signed an agreement with Mercosur. We have boosted 
relations with the Middle East. We have established a 
new dimension to the transatlantic relationship, et. All 
this has been done in the ficld of foreign policy. We have 
made some important progress on the third pillar, such 
as the agreement on the fight against drug traflicking 
between Europe and the Andean countries affected by 
drugs’ production. So, on the third pillar there has been 
this and other agreements, although we should also say 
that there was not as much progress as we would have 
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wished on Europol, and from now until June important 
decisions will have to be taken. 


We discussed as complementary but nevertheless im- 
portant, issues such as the application uf the principle 
of subsidiaries and a commission report on fulfillment 
of the mandate of the European Council for the develop- 
ment of this principle. We discussed combating fraud. 
In short, we covered all the objectives we set ourselves 
for the Europea; summit. 


I want to express publicly my gratitude to the president 
of the commission for all the great work he has done 
during this semester. | know that this is what the 
commission normally does, but there has been very 
close cooperation with the commission and | think it has 
been useful for the European Union's interests. | also 
want to publicly acknowledge that my colleagues, heads 
of government and the French and Finnish presidents, 
worked hard so that the document of conclusions could, 
today, be finished according to the timetable. We ended 
our discussions at 1330. We stuck to the timetable 
rigorously and being a rather complex summit, with 
difficult decisions, we have broken what had become 
a tradition in Europe, of continuing the meetings until 
midnight or two in the morning because it was not 
possible to reach agreement. Therefore, | also have 
to thank them for having allowed me to stick to the 
timetable. 


Gonzalez, Santer News Conference 


LD1612200895 Madrid TVE Internacional Television 
in Spanish 1552 GMT 16 Dec 95 


[News conference by Spanish Prime Minister Felipe 
Gonzalez and European Commission President Jacques 
Santer with correspondents at the end of the European 
Union summit in Madrid — live] 


[FBIS Translated Excerpt] [Gonzalez] Go ahead. 


[Unidentified Galavision correspondent] Prime Minister, 
I am the correspondent for Galavision. | would like you 
to give us an assessment of those agreements between 
Mercosur and the European Union. First, how do they 
benefit or how may they harm the North American Free 
Trade Agreement [NAFTA] countries. Second, you also 
know that jst over an hour ago there was a terrorist 
attack in Valencia. So, a comment on this attack. Thank 
you. 


{Gonzalez} On the fist question you raise, the relation- 
ship with Mercosur has an economic and trading di- 
mension and a political dimension. | want to say that the 
foremost investor in the Mercosur countries is the Euro- 
pean Union; the foremost trading partner in the Merco- 
sur countries is the European Union; and the foremost 
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aid donor to the Mercosur countries is the European 
Union. Therefore this means that we are building a re- 
lationship on a very firm foundation from the economic 
and trade point of view. We are not building just on a 
political will or even — anc this is important — the 
will to draw together countries that have common cul- 
tural roots. We are building on real, important data. 


What will this mean for NAFTA? In my opinion it will 
only mean a positive contribution to the boosting of 
relations of trade, of investment, between developed 
countries and countries that are developing at a very 
fast pace. We are going to negotiate an apgreesicnt 
with Mexico and | hope that during Italy's six-month 
presidency that agreement will take on a clear shape, 
or even be concluded. As you also know, we are 
negotiating an agreement with Chile too — the political 
declaration has already been made. 


Why did I say that this decision has a political dimen- 
sion? Because as you know, the European Union — 
formerly the European Community — has always had a 
trans-Atlantic relationship, but a North Atlantic one, and 
has never had a political relationship with the countries 
south of the Rio Grande. It wants to establish direct po- 
litical links with all the countries of the contim nt, and 
thus all the countries of Latin America. That .s what 
the EU-Mercosur agreement expresses, and the group 
of Mercosur countries has the same perception as the 
European | Jnion. 


Second, | have just found out that there has been an 
attack +a Valencia and, believe me, at this juncture, | 
do not think that one nceds to comment because we ll 
regret this happening, but my wish is that these peopic 
should spend the maximum possible time in prison. 


So, what | want is to get them arrested and put them at 
the disposal of the courts. This is what I want to say, 
above all. These people who are, Ici us say, ill-born, 
should not have their freedom. [passage omitted] 


[Unidentified correspondent] | would like to ask you 
whether now, today, you consider the term of the 
Spanish Parliament to have ended, and after this six- 
month period of the EU presidency, which was so 
important for the Spanish Government, would you 
be prepared to take on further commitments if the 
clectorate were to express its confidence in you in these 
clections, which are close? Thank yo 


{Gonzalez [passage omitted] I think that the parliament 
should end on the 28th of December. We have some 
important votes in the Congress of Deputies on 28th, 
on some laws coming from the Senate. Therefore, 
parliamentary activity will end on the 28th. As for what 
will happen afterward, you asked me indirectly. | admire 
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your skill in posing the question, but we have been in 
this line of work for a long time, there is no answer other 
from the one that I have given up until now. We will 
see what happens in the party leadership on Monday. 
[passage omitted] 


[Bernardez) Prime Minister. Julio Bernardez of Spanish 
Television. “wo questions. First, does the same will that 
you have expressed for the creation of an econumic 
union also exist — looking to the intergovernn:ental 
conference — for the creation, for example, of a 
common foreign and security policy — for moving 
forward toward a union in that sense. The second 
question is typically Spanish — I already know that you 
will noi tell me who is going to be Solana’s replacement 
as number one on the list for Madrid but you probably 
will tell me who Solana’s replacement at the Foreign 
Ministry will be. Thank you. 


{Gonzalez) Thank you. | will answer the first question 
briefly and I will evade the second one, as always 
occurs, until the time of the decision. 


The first one: I believe that the will to develop economic 
and monetary union is not different from the will to 
try to develop — note that I am establishing a fine 
distinction — a common foreign and secwity policy. 


What is the advantage of monetary union? ‘he advan- 
tage of monetary union is that it has a technical foun- 
dation and therefore it is possible to work © data that 
can be viewed objectively [son bastante objctivables], 
whereas the will to develop a foreign policy basically 
has a political foundation, and one has to work, not on 
data that can be viewed objectively but on aspects that 
are very important, of historical force, of the ‘foreign 
policies of 15 different countries. For example, the im- 
pact of the entry of the Nordic countries is felt in the 
union, it is definitely felt. One can feel that there is 
another culture or another cultural manifestation in the 
union in all its work. They also have their priorities, 
in foreign policy too. Down the years. That makes the 
exercise more complex. 


There is a will to develop a foreign policy, based on 
a line of thought which, although basic, cannot avoid 
complexity. The European Union is the world’s number 
trading power and the number one international 
donor. That trading power and that weight as an 
donor exerted by the commission is not matched 
by the political instrument of foreign policy. Therefore 
we could use here the expression used earlier by a 
questioner: There is an economic and trading giant but 
still a political dwarf in terms of union. Why? Because 
countries have an enormous tradition of foreign policy, 
and believe me, it is a giant effort to make it compatible. 
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Even being aware that one must represent the union 
when it 5 one’s izrn to hold the presidency is not casy. 


[Hernandez] Enrique Hernandez of the AVUI newspa- 
per. | would like to confirm in the first place whether the 
imtergovernmental conference in March will be opencd 
by the heads of state, a question that has been debated 
Following on from this question, | would like to know 
the view of the presidencies on the friction between the 
French and Italian delegations, whether they may over- 
shadow in part the good results of the summit. Also. 
referring to the question just mentioned, | would like 
to know whether the good reception given to the work 
of Mr. Westendorp preparing this conference make him 
worthy to take over the foreign affairs portfolio, replac- 
ing Solana. Thank you. 


{Gonzalez} | will start with the last part. If we had 
to take into account the praises that have been made 
of Mr. Westendorp throughout this summut, he would 
have to be the candidate for the prenuership' Theretore, 
even more so 4a good candidate for the forcign affairs 
portfolio. In effect, everyone is very happy with the 
work that Carlos Westendorp has done as head of 
the Reflection Group. Therefore, when referring to this 
work, everyone has said — at the very least — that 
this is a very good foundation for the intergovernmental 
conference. 


Second, the intergovernmental conference begins in 
Turin on 29 March. This morning | placed in brackets 
in a draft EU document the possibility of it beginning 
with a European Council, formally, | mean politically 
Formally it must always be with a general affairs 
council. Therefore | placed it in brackets because there 
was a different view in the French delegation. You 
know that, | have nothing to clarify. This morning | 
climinated that phrase in the hope that, as practically 
everyone is in agreement, when the Italian presidency 
makes the invitations the problem will probably not 
arise. | believe that the problem is purely temporary 
and has net affected the course of the European Council 
at all, not at all. It is truce, you know, that there was a 
degree of bilateral tension — not only French-Htalian but 
also with some other countrics concerning a vote im the 
United Nations, but I have to say, thanking everyone, 
that in no way did it affect the work of the council. 


Next question, please, on the other side. 


{Ignacio Cembrero}] Cembrero of EL PAIS. | would like 
to ask you, Prime Minister, why the Spanish presidency 
did not raise the question of Cuba at the last genecral 
affairs council anc you did personally choose to raise 
it in the European Council in Madrid, and whether you 
had many difficulties in convincing the British prime 
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minister to give his approval to the request for a mandate 
from the European Commission. Thank you. 


[Gonzalez] Well, 1 do not really know how to answer 
the first question because the truth is that we did not 
@sink of raising it before this council. As you know, 
the troika visited Cuba earlier. The troika’s report at 
the appropriate level was a report favorable to moving 
forward to some extent in the process of developing 
a cooperation agreement with Cuba. Last night at the 
dinner | explained the nature and the reasons for Spain's 
interest in developing an agreement of that kind and 
I announced — without there being any discussion at 
the dinner or any opposition — that this morning it 
would appear in the conclusions of the council. This 
morning it appeared in the conclusions of the council. 
There was a comment, not precisely from John Major 
but from the British delegation, but it went through, | 
believe without any problems, into the conclusions of 
the council. I do not mean to say that it went through 
unnoticed, because it was noticed, but it went through 
without any proble ns, and I also want to express thanks 
for that, because it is true that there is a specific interest 
on the part of Spain that the relationship between the 
European Union and Cuba should facilitate a process of 


[Unidentified correspondent] | would like to persist with 
a question that my colleague asked you earlier, but 
I am going to ask it much more directly: Regardless 
of any remaining doubts about whether the executive 
committee of the Spanish Socialist Workers’ Party, the 
PSOE, is going to give you its support or not on 18 
December, | would like to know whether you want to 
be the party's candidate? 


[Gonzalez] (passage omitted] | will say to you what | 
have often said: It is a decision that has to be taken 
by the party, and therefore the party will take it after 
a debate in which | will express my opinion, and you 
will understand that I should express my opinion in the 
leadership bodies before I do outside them. 


I have something to tell you before ending. After 
ending the European Council, we, the troika, have an 
engagement to meet Mrs. Ciller. So the next meeting 
today will be with the Turkish prime minister. Thank 


you very much. 
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Santer, Others on Euro Name 


LD1512201495 London PRESS ASSOCIATION 
in English 1656 GMT 15 Dec 95 


[By Geoff Meade in Madrid] 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] EU Commission President 
Jacques Santer today tried to inject the feel-good factor 
into Eurere’s lacklustre new currency. 


He told the public that the “Euro” will be good for them 
- and insisted remaining doubts about a single currency 
should now vanish. 


"1 am delighted with today’s decision on the Euro. This 
is the result the Commission has consistently worked 
for since the beginning of the year. 


“We are now irreversibly on track towards the Union's 
single currency. The European Council (summit) today 
gave a strong signal of determination which should 
discard remaining doubts and hesitations.” 


He went on: “The single currency has a name, the 
transition scenario has been confirmed and so has the 
date of January | for the introduction of the Euro. 


“We must now deal quickly with the remaining technical 
questions and start our important task of explaining the 
Euro to the Union's citizens. The Euro will be good for 
them, good for our economy, good for jobs and good 
for the Union's place in the world.” 


But Mr Santer was the only one of Europe's leaders to 
sound an enthusiastic note. 
Officials at the summit confirmed that round the tablic 


there was no excitement or much interest as the currency 
was christened. 


What the summiteers said: 


President Felipe Gonzalez (Spain) - “I'll be happy with 
anything as long as it's not called the Franco.” 


Chancellor Helmut Kohl (Germany) - 
accept the Euro.” 


Prime Minister Antonio Guterres (Portugal) - “Jesus told 
Peter in the Bible that he was the rock on which the 
church would be built. The Euro will be the rock on 
which the Curopean Union is built.” 


President Jacques Chirac (France) - “lt is not necessary 
to agree at all today. We should conduct a poll of what 
people think.” 

John Major - “I could live with that. Prankly it is a fairly 
uninspiring name. | would prefer to have something 
more dignified - the florin, the shilling, crown. But Euro 
is acceptabic. It is the lowest common denominator.” 


“Tam happy to 
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Prime Minister Lamberto, Dini (italy) - “I can accept the 
Euro.” 


LDI1612155895 Ecully Euronews Television Network 
in French 1500 GMT 16 Dec 95 


(FBIS Translated Text] In Madrid the summit has ended 
with a goodwill gesture toward the castern European 


countries. The Fifteen have finally agreed on the daic 
for the start of negotiations for the entry of castern 
European countries into the European Union. As with 
Cyprus and Malta they will start six months after the 
end of the Intergovernmental Conference, which will 
start in Turin on 29 March, so the discussions should 


: 
: 
it 
i 
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Accord With Cuba Planned 


LD1612115195 Madrid RNE-I Radio Network 
in Spanish 1100 GMT 16 Dec 95 


In the document which contains the final conclusions, 
the Fifteen have included a mandate for negotiations 
aimed at securing a commercial and economic agree- 
ment with Cuba, for the secret exchange of informa- 
tion on drugs trafficking, for simultaneous oper- 
ations against criminal organizations, and for the deci- 
sions made yesterday to establish the single currency 
which will be called Euro. 


French-Italian Dispute Remains 
LD1612204495 Rome RAI Radio Uno Network 
in Italian 1800 GMT 16 Dec 95 


(FBIS Translated Excerpt} With agreement on the main 
issues “ader discussion, among them the intr duction 
cf the single currency and EU cxpansion to Eastern 
Europe, the Madrid EU summit has ended. There are 
still some problems between France and Italy over the 
Intergovernmental Conference (IGC] on the Maastricht 
Treaty. Francesco Mattioli reports from Madrid. 


[Mattioli] At the solemn opening of the conference to 
review Maastricht in Turin on 29 March, Maly, which 
will preside over the EU, intends to invite the heads 
of government. kt has the right. But President Jacques 
Chirac has let it be Known that on 29 March he will be 
on the other side of the world. Foreign Minister Susanna 
Agnelli asks herself where the French president might 
be and answers her own question. 


[Begin Agnelli recording] | think we will invite him 
anyway like the other heads of state and government. If 


President Chirac is in Mururoa [site of Prench nuclear 
tests) then it means he will not come. fend recording] 


[Mattioli] [passage omitted] President Chirac said that 
Italy's vote at the United Nations did not seem to him 
to be proof of solidarity but that the page has now been 
turned. Will he be in Mururoa or Tuna on 29 March’ 


Leaders’ Speeches at EU-Mercosur Accord Signing 


Gonzalez’ Address 
LD1$12153395 Madrid TVE Internacional Television 
in Spanish 1247 GMT 15 Dec 95 


[Speech by Spanish Prime Minister Felipe Gonzalez at 
the ceremony marking the signing of the EU-Mercosur 
agreement ai the Royal Palace in Madrid — live] 


{[FBIS Translated Text} Your Majesty, heads of state 
and government, presidents of the European Parliament 
and the European Commission, ladies and gentlemen, 
we have the honor of the presence among us of the 
presidents of Argentina, Paraguay, and Uruguay. Within 
a few days, we will also have the satisfaction of 
receiving the president of Brazil, whom we consider 
from now on associated to this i\nportant ceremony 


My first words are to offer you the warmest welcome 
to Madrid. We are going to sign the general framework 
of agreement of inter- regional cooperation between the 
EU and the Common Market of the South [Mercosur]. It 
is a historic ceremony, of particular importance for the 
development of relations be:ween Europe and America, 
which Spain is very expecially pleased to be able to how 
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open regionalism of which we, the EU and Mercosur, 
are pataps the finest examples. 

Second, because as from today our transatlantic links 
will also have a solid vector oriented toward the south of 
the American continent, which joins the north Atlantic 
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the singularity of the general interregional frame- 
of lies in the fact that it aims to endow 
a new, intense political dimension, 
with its economic component, which 


af 
it 
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no be enough. We will have to be able to achieve the 
maximum development of the ootential for mutual rela- 
tions which this new association offers our socicties, so 
that they contribute to the greater wellbeing and pros- 
perity of our citizens. 

These, in short, are our aims in today's signing in 


Madrid of this general framework of agreement. Thank 
you very much. 


EC President Santer’s Speech 


LD1S12191095 Madrid TVE Internacional Television 
in Spanish 1256 GMT 15 Dec 95 


live; Santer speaks in French with simultaneous Spanish 
translation] 


[FBIS Translated Text} Your Majesty, heads of state and 


histories. It is rather like a musical composition, because 
cach note is essential for the creasion of the tune. We 
are gathered here today to add a new note to the broad 
musical score which is this nation [as neard). In this 
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magnificent hall, we afe going to Commit ourselves to 
a common destiny today. 


For a very long time now our peoples have been linked 
History and culture form a part of our consciousness. 
We share the same vision of society. Let us not depart 
with empty hands on this new journcy. The agreement 
signed today is at the same time the recognition of this 
past and an open door to the future. The future and the 
past intermingle to build our present; and the general 
framework of agreement between Mercosur and the EU 
iS 4 genuINe Innovation in the Context of international 
relations: for the first time in history, two regional blocs 
are establishing customs unions, and concluding an 
agreement of an interregional nature. This is the nature 
of the agreement: the EU and Mercosur are stating thei 
will to merge their potential, with the aim of jountly 
building their future on regional foundations: and the 
agreement arrives a0w [as heard] and offers a double 
opportunity. For Mercosur, it ts a question of affirming 
itself, ("knowing ) the regional process, the most orginal 
in Latin America, establishing privileged links with the 
world’s main power, but also making progress in the 
process of reinforcement and potential ty, including the 
fight against social disequilibrium. 


Europe also has the opportunity to veaffirm its pres- 
ence in the world, injecting dynamism into its own 
cconomy too, increasing its international Competitive- 
ness and also boosting its presence in Latin America, 
always a friendly continent. The agreement also offers 
the opportunity to both partners to work together in the 
promotion of a multilateral system with a human face, 
revolving around a more united and juster socicty. The 
agreement, however, is also a dynamac clement strength- 
ening its interests too [as heard]. It leads us toward 
a new stage in our relations, which will be that of a 
genuine interregional association — an interregional as- 
sociation revolving around three avnbitious axcs: much 
Closer political cooperation, a progressive, gradual, and 
reciprocal liberalization of exchanges, and — finally — 
reinforced cooperation. The will exists — derives — 
from the very substance of the agreement, it is present 
in our minds; and | can guarantee to you that it is this 
project that guides the European Commission in all this. 


| would not like to end this speech without thanking and 
congratulating all the people who have believed in Mer- 
cosur ever since its first steps and who have therefore 
contributed to writing this new page in history. They 
have combined intuition, imagination, and lucidity, they 
had a genuine vision of the future; and here | would 
also like to mention, above all, [European Commission) 
Vice President Marin, who from the outset did every. 
thing necessary to lead us here, where we are now, and 
1 also think of all the Mercosur diplomats and civil ser- 
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vants who for very many years now have been working 
in the perspective of Mercosur, and who have translatcd 
imo reality what was @ first nothing more bul a gcn- 
crous but totally abstract idea. Unfortunatcly, Pressdem 
Cardoso has not been able to join us today; permit me, 
in tis honor, to conclude with a few words spoken by 
Cecilia Mercles, the great Brazilian poctess: life 1s only 
possibic when one can reinvent. Thank you. 


Uruguevan President's Speech 
LDIS12193998 Madrid TVE internacional Television 
in Spanish 1251 GMT 14 Dec 95 


[Speech by Presidew of Republic of Uruguay Dr. Julio 
Maria Sanguinetti at ceremony marking the signing of 
the EU-Mercosur agreement at the Royal Palace in 
Madrid — live} 

{[FBIS Tramsiated Text] Your majestics the king and 
queen of Spain, heads of state and government of the 
European Union and of Mercosur, presidents of the 
European Council and Parliament, ministers: 


We of the Mercosur countries today attend this cere- 
mony with joy and emotion, a ceremony which is ba- 
sically an act of hope. Aristotle said that hepe is the 
dream of the waking man. In short, this is the intellec- 
tual and emotional mind-set with which we have arrived 
here: with the dream of the waking man, who sees the 
path, who sees the course, who sees the orientation and 
who makes of it a political project. Hope here is not a 
mere rhetorical dream. It ts based on a profound reality 
— the reality of a commerce like that which has just 
been described by the Spanish prime minister. 


We are not starting from zero. In the last four years 
EU sales to Mercosur have doubled and this means 
something. For us, outside our regional area, our main 
trade clicnt is the EU. The top investor in our foreign 
investment, which we need so much to boost our 
development, is the EU, its states, who are involved in 
our industrial and agricultural development. Neither is 
this whole economic reality the product of a happening 
of current times, but rather is the inevitable and natural 
result of history. The countries of the Atlantic repion 
and the River Plate have always been linked to this 
Europe, from our roots, from our culture, from our 
traditions, from out ties. This is how we were born 
Moreover, associated with all this as well is the happy 
circumstance of the signing here in Madrid, in one of 
our two motherlands. In the cvuntries of Mercosur and 
in Spain and Portugal we recognize our motherland and 
we live in their languages because we speak and think in 
Spanish and Portuguese and from childhood we feel the 
sweet language of Camoes or the sounds of Cervantes 


as part of our very being. 
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All this. then, has a profundaty. it ts a result of history 
and is today a stake im the future. In thes world, which 
has changed so quickly and changed for pood, m was 
only 10 years ago, as the taPict says [as beard], that you 
began this European construction. At that time, that was 
also, perhaps, a hope and a dream which our civilization 
tursted for, so overburdened as it was with rescniment, 
frustration, and hatred of the past. And how quickly you 
have achieved this construction’ 


We have spent five years in our Mercosur. But today 
it has progressed faster than we even thought poswsihic 
in our tome. The percentage of our internal trade 
has doubled. Our cconoimes ae growing stroapger 
Infrastructures are weaving ther own nctwork. Nor ts 1 
a fantasy. We ate peoples who were born together into 
life and civilization. We have built a common lifestyle, 
and today we feel part of this stake om the future. That 
past unites us, and this present summons us 


The important thing is that taday we ate not simply 
staunching our wounds, we are burlding the future, and 
without dowmM, that makes al! of us very happy. On 
behalf of the president of Argentina present ‘cre, of 
the president of Paraguay present here, of our trend the 
president of Brazil, and on behalf of myself and our 
peoples, we say to you that we place this stake woth 
respect and hope. We are sure that im a very short time 
we are going to feel the Atlantic will gradually become 
smaller, and that, while S00 years ago Europe arrived 
in America to begin a few cra, we, too, ae powng to 
make a return journcy which makes of the Atlantic little 
more than a «iver with two banks of one and the same 
civilization. 


Many thanks. [applause] 


Haensch Relieves EU Budget Lacks Funds for 
Ronnia 


BRIS/2133495 Madrid EFE in Spanish 
1238 GMT 15 Dec 95 


[Unattributed report: “Haensch Believes Punds tor 
Bosnia Lacking in EU Budget’ | 


[FBIS Translated Text] Madrid, 18 Dec (EFE) — 
According to European Parliament (EP) President Ki aus 
Haensch, the European Parliament (EP) believes that the 
Community's budget, in its current form, cannot fulfill 
the needs of Bosnia’s reconstr ction 


According to Haensch, the financial perspectives (multi- 
annual rules regulating the Community's budget) will 
have to be reviewed in the medium term and certam 
parts will have to be creased 
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“The 1.8 billion BCUs (European Currency Unit) needed 
next year for Bosnia are noi found in any office's 
budget,” the EP president said at a news conference. 
The European Parliament, which together with the 
Council of Ministers is the EU's second } sdgetary 
authority, this week, in its December session, granted 
80 million BCUs to cover the initial requirements. 
Haensch also referred to the central issue of monctary 
union discussed this morning by the European Council. 
According to Haensch, postponing the date of the 
Economic and Monetary Union's start from 1999 to 
2002 is inconceivable. 


“ht will not be more feasibic or enjoy more credibility 
three years later, the postponement would increase the 
margin for speculations and would question the polsiical 
will to reach the established goals.” 


Haensch believes thal an inital postponement would 
lead othr cc antries to comtinue hoping. He also discussed 
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the Intergovernmental Conference (1GC) and said that 
the EP does not want “to write a letter to Santa Claus,” 


Haensch said that not all governments have been in 
of the EP's participation as an observer to the 
but that its role of consultant “could be very 
useful, although is wwould af no time take part in the 
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‘Preliminary Results’ of Nationairat Elections 


AU1712192895 Vienna ORF Television Network 
in German 1850 GMT 17 Dec 95 


[Statement by Interior Minister Caspar Eixvc™: in Vienna 
— live] 

(FBIS Translated Text) The prelurinary imal result of 
the 1995 Nationalrat slections is as follows: A total 
of 5,768,285 people were cligible to voice; the number 
of votes cast is 4,772,839, therefore, the turnout was 
82.74 percent. The number of invalid votes is 109,790. 
Therefore, the number of valid votes is 4,663,049. 


The results achieved by the individual parties are as 
follows: 

The Social Democratic Patty of Austria received 
1,786,960 votes, which is 38.32 percent or 72 seats. 


The Austrian People’s Party received 1,319,504 votes, 
which is 28.30 percent or 53 seats. 


The Movement for Freedom received 1,029,550 votes, 
which is 22.08 percent or 41 seats. 


The Greens received 213,038 votes, which is 4.57 
percent or eight seats. 

The Liberal Forum received 246,341 votes, which is 
$.28 percent or nine seats. 


NEIN [Citizens’ Initiative No to the EU — Gat Out 
Now] 51,681 votes, which is 1.11 percent and no sezt. 


The KPOe (Communist Party of Austria) received 
13,689 votes, which is 0.29 percent and no seat. 


The OecNP [Austrian Natural Law Party] received 1.55! 
votes, which is 0.03 percent and no seat. 


The DBP [The Best Party — Reinhard Gherhart| re- 
ceived 789 votes, which is 0.02 percent and no seat 


This result does not include the absentee ballots. The 
counting of the absentce ballots will begin on 27 De- 
cember at 1200. The preliminary final result including 
absentee ballots should, therefore, be availabie on 27 
December 1995. The final result should be available af- 


AUSTRIA 


ter the mecting of the Federal Election Commiutice on $ 
January 1996. 


Ministry Admits ‘Alarming’ Budget Developments 
AUIGI2ISISYS Vienna KURIER in German 
16 Dec 9S pi? 


[Report by Margaretha Kopemig: © Starthacher’s Admis- 
son'] 


[FBIS Translated Excerpt] Madrid — The good news 
first: Agreement has been rcached on the name of the 
single European currency — it will be called Euro 


[passage Omutied] 


The bad news, which the Finance Ministry for the first 
ume admits in an internal report, which was presericd 
in Madrid, is: “Austria wil have to meke considerahic 
efforts for consolidation to be able to participate in 
the third stage (ct the motctary umon) night from the 
stat.” And it continues: For this purpose, in 1997 
the deficit of the public budgets would have to he 60 
billion schillings less than in 1995. An annual deficit 
of 3 percent is not sufficrem to stabilize the dchts 
Particularly alarming 1s also the development of the 
provinces’ budgets.” 


Austria is the only country, it ts added, with an cxccasive 
deft that currently docs not have a convergence 
program, which has been discussed and approved hy 
the Council. “According to the most recent estimates 
of the Cocamission in 1996 and 1997 Austria will be 
the member country with the third highest defict’ quota 
(after Greece and Maly). In 1995S Austria has been the 
only country among the member states with cxcessive 
deficits whose deficit has continued to grow - 


The situation is serous; Austria's starting position 
has ‘clearly detenorated, Vice Chancellor Wolfgang 
Schuessel stressed in Madrid. If Austria were not adic to 
imroduce the European currency right from the start, the 
country would have to accept annual loses of about 80 
billion schillings. He hopes that Austria will be able to 
participate in the third stage, Finance Minister Andreas 
Starithacher said a little later 
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Major on UK Stance on Euro Single Currency 
MS1812094795 London THE DAILY TELEGRAPH 

in English 18 Dec 95 p18 

[Article by UK Prime Minister John Major: “Here Are 
The Questions that Europe Still Has to Answer”) 
(FBIS Transcribed Text] Last week, unemployment fell 
for the 27th month in a row. We have more of our people 
in jobs and fewer unemployed than any other major 
European country. Inflation fell: it is now at the lowest 
for a generation. Interest rates came down: mortgage 
rates are now the lowest for almost 30 years. And the 
number of days lost to strikes in the year to November 
were among the lowest on record. 


It is against that background of economic success that 
I went to the European Summit in Madrid — a summit 
that was, once again, dominated by debate over the 
single currency. My agenda was simple: to help to 
shape a Europe that succeeds, and in which Britain can 
succeed. And for that purpose, to continue to raise the 
difficult questions. 

To replace national currencies, some of which are cen- 
turies old, with a single currency would be a momen- 
tous, irreversible step. It goes far beyond anything Eu- 
rope has previously attempted. Some in Europe believe 
its political significance in binding the Union together 
is SO great that Europe must move ahead at almost any 
price. I understand their perspectives, but I do not share 
them. For there are still many questions that need to be 
addressed before Europe takes the final decisions on a 
project that will have major consequences for all our 
futures. 


That is why I negotiated our opt-out from the single 
currency. It puts Britain in the best possible position: 
we can choose to join, or not to join. But we need to 
recognise that the consequences of even a small group 
going ahead will affect everybody in Europe, whether 
or not they take part. 

At Madrid, I pressed for all of Europe to face up to these 
issues. I did not do so to delay or obstruct Europe's 
development, but because I do not want us to introduce 
new divisions and damaging tensions that make it harder 
for Europe to succeed. There are enormous benefits 
from securing co0-operation across Europe and 
strengthening the Single Market. Europe's success is in 
Britain's interests as much as those of any other country. 
The objectives we set for bringing together the perfor- 
mance of European economics — the so called con- 
vergence criteria — have already played an important 
role in encouraging greater discipline in budget deficits 
and lower inflation across . Economic stability, 
if sustained, will benefit us all. But it is now widely ac- 
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cepted that only a small number of countries are likely 
to be ready or willing to join a single currency by 1999 
— perhaps only a small minority. And, as the Commu- 
nity welcomes new members it is inevitable that much 
of Europe will remain outside the single currency for 
many years to come. 


So at Madrid, | asked other Heads of Government to 
examine further what that would mean in practice. We 
need to consider how having some cowntrics in a single 
currency and others outside i would affect the way 
the Community takes decisions. What would stop the 
members of a single currency voting en bloc against the 
interests of other members’? What would that mean for 
Community cooperation’ And how would those outside 
a single currency protect their interests? 


We also need to recognise the possible tensions in 
containing the Community budget. What if some of 
the less Competitive regions within a single currency 
demand further aid to cope with the loss of jobs 
they may suffer? What if the weaker countries outside 
demand ever higher pay-outs from the Community 
to help to develop their economics to join a single 


currency? 


We could see a situation where a single currency results 
in pressure for more spending by the Community at 
the very time when financial disciplines require tighter 
control of public spending in cach country. Britain 
would resist more spending, and I sce no willing 
volunteers among other Community members to foot 
the bill. So it is important tha’ those involved understand 
this from the beginning. 


The strongest advocates of a single currency see it as a 
step towards closer economic and political integration. 
So what if those inside the single currency from the 
start decide to speed up that process’ What signal 
would that send to countries outside the initial sing’c 
currency block-including new members {revi the young 
democracies of Eastern Europe — some of whom 
have staked their national ambitions on becoming full 
members of the EU? Will they not sce themselves 
as being increasingly excluded? And what political 
reaction might that produce in their own countries? 


Finally what does this mean for Europe's greatest 
success, the Single Market? If only a small group of 
countries join a single currency, they may fear the 
consequences of those outside devaluing their currencies 
to gain Competitive advantage. That fear could lead 
10 protectionist measures which damage free trade. It 
would be folly if the drive to a single currency served 
only to destroy the Single Market. 
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Some people have suggested that an old type exchange 
rate mechanism [ERM] would answer these questions, 
by creating rigid links between those inside and outside 
a single currency. We have tested such an exchange 
rate mechanism over the past few years, and learnt 
the painful lesson that in today’s global currency 
markets such inflexibility between currencies cannot be 
defended. So I have made it clear that if Britain decides 
not to join the single currency, I could not recommend 
our country taking part in this kind of ERM. 


The real answer to exchange rate stability is for all 
nations to have low inflation and sound public finance. 
So we must look at different ideas for developing and 
sustaining these kind of policies across the whole of 
Europe. But we must do this in ways which do not 
conflict with the fundamental right and responsibility 
of each country to decide its own tax and spending 
policies, and respond sensibly to their own position on 
the economic cycle. 


UNITED KINGDOM i 


These questions are not simply technicalities — they are 
fundamental to the whole economic and political devel- 
opment of Europe. Our opt-out from a single currency 
protects us from being forced into an unworkable sys- 
tem. But it would be a mistake to assume that we can 
sit back and ignore these questions. 


If Europe gets the decisions wrong it will cause chaos 
across the Community. ht would damage those inside 
and outside a single currency. It would cause division 
and recrimination. We must not allow that to happen by 
default. 


Time is short, but it is still not too late for Europe to 
think this through. The agreement at Madrid to set up 
a further study of these questions Is an important step 
forward. If we succeed at last in getting proper debate 
on these issues, that can only be good for Britain and 
for Europe. 
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Kinkel, Lamers Assess EU Summit Positively 


AU1812120495 Frankfur/Main FRANKFURTER 
ALLGEMEINE in German 18 Dec 95 p 5 


[Report by “C.G.": “Kinkel: Significant Preliminary 
Decision Made in Madrid™} 

{FBIS Translated Text] Bonn, 17 December — Foreign 
Minister Klaus Kinkel (Free Democratic Party [FDP]) 
on 17 December called the European Union's [EU] 
accession strategy for the central and castern Euro- 
pean countries as a result of the EU Council meet- 
ing in Madrid a success. Kinkel said in Bonn that this 
was a significant preliminary decision. The European 
Council had asked the European Commission to sub- 
mit an opinion by 1997 at the latest on these countries’ 
membership applications. On the basis of this opinion, 
the council would then decide with which association 
partners membership negotiations would be resumed. 
Kinkel said: “In an objective procedure, all associated 
countries will have equal starting opportunities. How- 
ever, the council will have to decide which countries 
meet the conditions for the resumption of membership 
negotiations.” 

The first negotiations could begin at about the same 
time as the membership negotiations with Cyprus and 
Malta, meaning six months after the end of the Inter- 
governmental Conference and thus presumably in 1997. 
“The expansion of the EU to the east is a big chal- 
lenge and a historic chance.” The associated central and 
eastern European countries, including the Baltic states, 
had already made considerable efforts to improve their 
capability of accession. “The decision of the European 
Council in Madrid will encourage them to continue their 
efforts consistently and with the certainty that the EU 
will develop a concrete accession strategy within a fixed 
timeframe.” Now both the EU and the individual cast- 
ern European countries could prepare themselves more 
specifically for the requirements of accession, Kinkel 
said. 

Karl Lamers, foreign policy spokesman of the Christian 
Democratic Union/Christian Social Union (CDU/CSU] 
Bundestag group, told this newspaper that the Madrid 
meeting has made European monetary union “more 
concrete and has brought it closer.” Essential demands 
made by Germany had been accepted. This held true 
for the schedule and the name of the future common 
currency. The Madrid decisions had created clarity 
on the fact “that the Euro currency will come in 
1999, and that there will be no postponement, because 
France will essentially keep to the substance of its 
structural reform.” Lamers said: “It will be a stable 
and strong currency which will bring Europe forward, 
also politically.” The more precise definition of the time 
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when membership negotiations with the first group of 
eastern reform states would begin was also a German 
SUCCESS. 


“The EU expansion will involve efforts; this goal of 
German foreign policy, which has been given priority, 
will cost money.” Referring to Bavarian Munisier- 
President Edmund Stoiber, Lamers said: “Therefore, 1 
is irresponsible that certain federal laender should create 
the impression that Germany could pay less moncy 
to the EU.” Lamers said it should be made sure that 
Germany should pay less of the necessary “increase in” 
expenses than its partners in the EU. “But to believe 
that the EU was just a large savings bank from which 
money can be withdrawn is an illusion.” Lamers said ut 
was unacceptable that Germany should “push through 
everything” regarding the implementation of monctary 
union “and then say, it was just a joke.” In such a 
case, all the other countries would drift away at the 
expense of stability and political developments in the 
EU. Lamers said he was worried that the CDU/CSU 
was increasingly distancing itself from the project of 
monetary union or was increasingly skeptical of the date 
of its implementation. 


Stoiber Wants Contribution to EU Reduced by 1999 


AU1812123295 Frankfurt/Main FRANKFURTER 
ALLGEMEINE in German 16 Dec 95 p 3 


[Report by “fy”: “Stoiber Demands Reduction of Ger- 
man Contribution to the EU"| 


[FBIS Translated Text] Bonn, 15 December — Bavarian 
Minister-President Stoiber is in favor of drastically 
reducing the German payments to the European Union. 
He wants to achieve this by 1999. By that time the EU 
must have agreed on a new regulation for its finances, 
because the current agreement will expire then. So far, 
a country’s GNP is the most important criterion for 
calculating the contribution. Stoiber insists that in the 
future, a country’s prosperity, that is, the per-capita 
income, is to be used as the basis for calculations. For 
Germany double-digit billion sums are at stake every 
year. In addition, Stoiber said that, if the coalition 
in Bonn were to collapse carly, the Christian Social 
Union would reject the formation of a grand coalition 
and would urge carly elections. Then the Christian 
Democratic Union [CDU], with Kohl at its head, must 
try to pursue an clection campaign that is aimed at 
getting an absolute majority. 


Stoiber expressed satisfaction about the minister- 
presidents’ call on the Federal Government that it 
should use a just new calculation of the contributions 
in time before an agreement is reached about how 
the EU's own funds are to be provided as of 1999. 
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At their next meeting in February or March next 
year, the minister- presidents intend to discuss this 
issue again. A study by the finance ministers shows 
that Germany is not only paying inappropriately high 
contributions. It also gets less money from the EU 
budget than it should. If one takes both things into 
account, calculations by the minister-presidents show 
that in 1994 alone Germany lost 15.5 billion German 
marks [DM]. According to these calculations, Germany 
paid an average of DM12.7 billion too much during 
the period of 1991-94. Instead of a “fair” share of 31 
percent in the net payments, Germany is providing 
62 percent, which is almost two-thirds, of the EU's 
net income. This is the result of the combination of 
excessive contributions and too low returns. 


In their resolution paper the minister-presidents reject 
outright the suspicion that their demand is an act hos- 
tile to the EU. On the contrary, the current practice is 
hostile to the EU, because it undermines the acceptance 
of the EU in Germany. In view of the high tax pay- 
ments and the necessary strict thrift course, excessive 
payments to the EU cannot be justified any longer. The 
claim that the high special burden on Germany is off- 
set by corresponding special advantages for Germany 
resulting from EU membership is wrong. This has been 
shown by a thorough examination by the finance minis- 
ters, which led to a unanimous decision by the finance 
ministers’ conference on 28 September this year. Thus, 
Germany's share in the EU's domestic trade approxi- 
mately corresponds to its share in the EU population 
and its share in the EU's GDP. For German exports 
trade in the EU is even of below-average importance. 
In Germany only one out of 11 jobs depends on EU 
trade; in the Benelux counties, on the other hand, this 
goes for one out of three. The share of EU domestic 
trade in the German export surplus declined from 50 
percent in 1990 to currently only 3 percent. 


“Thus, there are no reasons speaking against calculat- 
ing the contributions of the individual member states 
on the basis of their respective prosperity,” the resolu- 
tion adopted by the minister- presidents on Thursday 
[14 December] says. It is unacceptable that Germany 
provides annual net payments of 547 ECU per inhabi- 
tant and thus pays four times as much as France, even 
though France has a higher per-capita income than Ger- 
many after reunification. The resolution says that Mr. 
Friedman, a member of the European Audit Office (for- 
merly a CDU Bundestag deputy), and the governments 
of Bavaria and North Rhine-Westphalia came to identi- 
cal results in their analyses of the burden sharing with 
the EU. Looking at the gross contributions, the German 
contribution to the EU budget is 29.5 percent or 21.4 
billion ECU of a total volume of 74 billion ECU, which 
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is Clearly higher than it would correspond to the FRG’s 
economic Capacity. This is due to the fact that only about 
20 percent of the contributions are calculated on the ba- 
sis of economic capacity. Because of the currently valid 
criteria, Germany paid 4.9 billion ECU more in 1994 
alone than would correspond to its economic prosperity. 
From 1991 to 1994 it paid 2.9 billion ECU too much on 
average. In 1996 Germany will probably even provide 
29.9 percent of the EU budget and will pay 24.4 billion 
ECU. The minister- presidents speak of an “intolerable 
relation,” because of which the German taxpayer paid 
DM15.7 billion too much in 1994 alone and an aver- 
age of DM12.7 billion during the 1991-94 period than 


would have corresponded to his economic prosperity. 


While German contributions are disproportionately 
high, the returns to Germany are disproportionately 
low, according to the study. In 1994 funds of 7.73 
billion ECU from the EU coffers went to Germany. The 
minister-presidents’ statement says that returns of 11.2 
billion would have been “fair.” At the same time, they 
note that it would be difficult to increase the returns 
because this would require considerable intervention in 
the EU policy as well as losses by other member states 
or even a further raising of the contributions. 


Ministers Agree on Apr 1996 to Repatriate Refugees 


LD1512160895 Berlin DDP/ADN in German 
1434 GMT 15 Dec 95 


(FBIS Translated Excerpt] Erfurt (DDP/ADN) — The 
civil war refugees from former Yugoslavia are to be 
returned to their homeland from April 1996. This was 
agreed by the Interior Ministerial Conference (IMK) of 
government and federal laender in Erfurt on Friday. De- 
tails of the gradual repatriation are to be discussed at the 
next IMK in Bonn on 26 January, German Interior Min- 
ister Manfred Kanther (Christian Democratic Union) an- 
nounced at a news conference in Erfurt on Friday. 


There was agreement that with the peace accord for 
Bosnia- Herzegovina the civil war situation can be 
considered to have ended, Kanther said. For this reason 
the freeze on deportation which ends on 31 March will 
not be extended. The repatriation plan for the 320,000 
refugees staying in Germany is to be coordinated 
internationally and will take into account the interests 
of the refugees themselves. 


Kanther added that the refugees have enjoyed hospitality 
and are aware that they will have to return. “This 
hospitality must not be turned into a covert right to 
immigration.” [passage omitted] 
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Bonn Denies Claim Opposes Baltics EU 
Members’ ip 

AU1612.'64495 Frankfur/Main FRANKFURTER 
ALLGEMEINE in German 16 Dec 95 p2 


[Report by “fy”: “No Reservations on Kohl's Pan 
Against EU Membership of Baltic Countries] 

[FBIS Translated Text] Bonn, 15 December — The 
Federal Government has rejected the suspicion that it 
is ignoring the Baltic countries in connection with the 
expansion of the EU and wants to draw a dividing 
line through Europe. “All this is a complete invention 
and absolute nonsense. The Federal Government is not 
drawing any lines though Europe but sees itself as 
the advocate of all countries in Central and Eastern 


of the criteria, which were set down by the EU at its 
summit in Copenhagen.” By saying this in Bonn on 
15 December, Foreign Ministry spokesman Erdmann 


States’ accession to the EU and is drawing a 
line through Europe. The time of the publication — 


immediately before the beginning of the EU summit in 
Madnd — was noted with particular attention in Bonn. 


The Foreign Ministry points out that the chancellor 
is holding precisely the opposite position. He once 
again made this clear in his government statement 
in the Bundestag last week on 7 December. It is 
correct that Kohli has rejected negotiations with an 
entire group or the simultaneous accession of certain 
countries as a group and has categorically advocaicd 
“starting membership negotiation with every country 
at different times depending on the respective steps 
of reform and to hold them individually.” Kohl stated 
that he expects that membership negotiations will be 
Started in March 1998 not only with Malta and Cyprus 
but “that this date” is “also a realistic prospect for the 
first countries from Central and Eastern Europe.” This 
makes it possible around the year 2000 to come to basic 
decisions about first memberships with the associated 
partners in Central and Eastern Europe — and these 
also include the Baltic states. For this purpose, it is 
necessary that these countries consistently Continue their 
reform policy and to prepare for the requirements of 
membership. 
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Juppe Interviewed on Strikes, EU, Bosnia 


LDI712215595 Paris TF-i Television Network 
in French 1756 GMT 17 Dec 95 


[Studio interview with Prime Minister Alain Juppe by 
Anne Sinclair in Paris; from the “Sept sur Sept” program 
— live] 

[FBIS Translated Excerpt] [Sinclair] Good evening and 
thank you for coming, Prime Minister. 

(Juppe] Good evening. [passage omitted] 

[Sinclair] Do you think it is possible to start the 
summit with the trade unions [on 21 December] without 
discussing what they have been criticizing for three 
weeks; that is, the social security reform plan? Can you 
tackle all the issues except that one? 


(Juppe}] On the contrary. There are two main social 
issues right now, and | hope that thanks to the crisis it 
will be possible to discuss them with a different attitude, 
in a more direct and relaxed way. The first issue is the 
social security system reform. The reform is necessary. 
[Sinclair] So, discussions on this issue will start on 21 
December? 


[Juppe] Even before. They have already started. 


[Sinclair] Yes, at committee level, but will you take the 
matter to the summit? 


(Juppe] (Labor and Social Affairs Minister] Jacques 
Barrot has already formed what he calls working groups 
with the social partners to discuss several issues — for 
example, how to avoid the nationalization of the social 
security system, which we do not want. Parliament must 
set the rules of the game; this is normal in a democratic 
country. However, this does not mean that we are going 
to nationalize the social security system. Another issuc 
is how to reduce health expenses from a medical point 
of view, how to reorganize hospitals. I decided on a 
framework, we must now discuss the details, we are 
already doing that. 

Another important issue on 21 December will be 
unemployment. There are several things to say on 
unemployment. To reduce unemployment one needs 
growth, and growth is slowing and the outlook is not 
good. And why is that? Because things are not going 
well around us. The other European countries have the 
same pro’jems we have. On top of that we have in 
France our own specific problems. For these reasons we 
must sustain growth, because if we don’t and if growth 
declines next year, no jobs will be created. [passage 
omitted] 

[Sinclair] Do you plan new taxes? 


FRANCE 1s 


[Juppe] After the approval of the reforms, we shall 
not increase taxes; otherwise, the French could become 
pessimistic about thei future. [passage omuticd] 


[Sinclair] Alain Juppe, can one go ahead unperturbed 
with the European monctary umon program without 
taking into account whal; ‘appening in France, of docs 
it have nothing to do with i” 


[Juppe] That is not the problem. | repeat, with or without 
Maastricht, a country like France, or the others, cannot 
live off credit. 


[Sinclair] Maastricht forces us to reduce our deficit 
within two years... 


[Juppe, interrupting] it is not Maastricht that forces us... 


[Sinclair, imerrupting] Is it not that which is strangling 
the French economy” 


[Juppe] No, no, it is not Maastricht that makes us do 
this, but good sense. It is good sense. Let us imagine 
there is no social security reform plan — there will 
be a 60,000 million franc deficit in the social security 
account next year. What do we do about it? What do 
we do about it? No one has the answer to this question. 
The only way, with or without Maastricht, is to attempt 
to reduce the deficit. 


What concerns me is the increase in anti-European 
feeling, this is true, and to fight against this I believe we 
have to persuade the French people and the others that 
Europe is not simply a question of currency. Europe, 
first of all, in historic terms, is a matter of peace, ict 
us not forget this, and we are not assured of perpetual, 
universal peace. 


[Sinclair] No, we can see that every day. 


[Juppe} One can see it clearly, so let us not spoil Burope. 
Furthermore, Europe must be a matter of employment. 
It must mean a policy of social progress, it must mean 
concrete questions such as the fight against drugs. That 
was discussed at great length in Madrid, not just the 
single currency. So, it is in these terms that | believe 
we must see Europe. 


There is another thing that strikes me, which is the way 
we see the extraordinary assertion of American power 
in the world in which we live. Just a few years ago 
there was a kind of balance between the blocs, and we 
tried to exist together. Since then American power has 
made constant headway in the political sphere. We can 
see this in the Bosnian question, and in the economic 
sphere, where American companies put spokes in our 
wheels everywhere. How do you expect a country of 56 
million inhabitants to be able to fight back against this 
formidable phenomenon of power on its own if it does 
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European nations were involved, the European powers 
played a decisive role — France first and foremost, but 
also Great Britain, Germany, Spain, and others too, first 
of all by sending our soldiers, our humanitaria® 24. and 
by means of our diplomatic action, the Kinkel-Juppe 
plan to which you referred just now. This brought about 
peace with two further conditions. First of all when 
President Chirac, coming to power in May, said: I will 
no longer permit French soldiers to be fired upon, and I 
am going to send a rapid reaction force and cannons to 
respond if we are attacked. That was the turning point, 
and from that point on the Americans finally involved 
themselves in the matter, and, with this phenomenon 
of power to which I referred earlier, it is true that the 
Americans played a decisive part in the resolution of the 
conflict. However, the peace has still to be won now. 


[Sinclair] Yes. But is this half-Bosnia, jointly owned 
with the Croats, facing this other, Serbias half-Bosnia, 
viable? 


(Juppe] When I raised the question two years ago | was 
greatly criticized. | was, | would say, sometimes dragged 
through the mud. The term is perhaps a little excessive, 
but I was insulted somewhat, then in the end that was 
what was done, because it was the only way to take into 
account the reai situation. There are Croats, Serbs, and 
Muslims, and they must gradually learn again to live 
together. | continue to believe with all my heart that 
this is possible. [passage omitted] 


Barnier Examines Public Services, IGC, EMU 


BR1IS12153595 Paris LA TRIBUNE DESFOSSES 
in French 15 Dec 95 p7 


{Interview with Michel Barnier, minister delegate for 
European affairs, by Daniel Vigneron and Boris Du- 
rande; place and date not given: “Barnier: Referendum 
on Europe Still Possible After 1996") 


{[FBIS Translated Text] [LA TRIBUNE DESFOSSES) 
At a time when the country is mobilizing to defend 
entitlements, how can you hope to convince the French 
people to rise to the challenge of European integration? 


[Barnier] The government's aim is precisely to preserve 
these entitiements and protect the social security system 
which, unless it is reformed, could run into problems in 
the medium term. Europe is by definition a necessary 
but difficult topic of discussion. However, I will try 
to convince my countrymen that Europe is a kind of 
insurance policy against unemployment, insecurity, and 
pollution. In short, it is one of the cures to the problems 
being expressed in the streets. 


[LA TRIBUNE DESFOSSES] But growth is slowing 
in Europe and the French crisis shows how hard it is 
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to restore some kind of balance to the public finances. 
Why, in these conditions, should we stick rigidly to 
1999 to start a single currency’ 


[Barzicr] Listen, the treaty laid down a timetable and 
criveria and it will all be made clear and official in 
Madrid. There are two reasons why we should reject 
the idea of a postponement. First, at the political level, 
it would be very risky to star to enlarge Europe without 
firs: having settled the question of the single currency. 
The second reason is economic: If you put yourself in 
& posrion where you can meet the Maastricht criteria 
in me you are forcing yourself to do things thal we 
ourselves need to do anyway. What sovereignty would 
a country have if it was burdened down with debt? It is 
truc that we need more growth. The spur for this will be 
the cul in interest rates following the reduction of our 
[LA TRIBUNE DESFOSSES] What will remain of eco- 
nomic and social sovereignty with the single currency” 


[Barnier} If you mean that the European countries will 
be even more obliged to take each other into account, 
then yes, that wil! be the way. Moreover, that is why the 
idea of a stability pact to ensure that we maintain our 
efforts on introduction of the single currency is not such 
a bad thing. What sovercignity would an isolated state 
have in an economy faced with cut-throat international 
competition? In Europe we have all agreed to share 
our sovereignty so that we do not have to bow to the 
sovereignty of others. 


[LA TRIBUNE DESFOSSES)] Will Maastricht impose 
restrictions on us in terms of revising our public 
services’? Will you raise this point in Madrid? 


{Barnier} lt is not on the agenda of the European sum- 
mit, but President Chirac is keen to raise it. We are very 
much in favor of the idea of general interest public ser- 
vices for all citizens, even the most isolated, being writ- 
ten into the European Treaty by the Intergovernmental 
Conference [IGC] of 1996. This is a way of striving 
for equal treatment for all citizens and for the uniform 
development of public life. Every state must be able to 
define for itself the way in which it intends providing 
these services. That does not mean that the public sec- 
tor companies should not be called on to adapt, under 
certain conditions, to competition. For example, | am 
thinking of France Telecom in France and even certain 
Post Office departments. 


[LA TRIBUNE DESPOSSES] Virtually all the Euro- 
pean cou" 'ries have agreed on “Euro” as a name for the 
single currency. Is France still in favor of the Ecu? 


[Barnier] The name is an important symbol. The heads 
of state will be careful to choose a name that is popular 
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and understandable for everyonc. Personally 1 think that 
Ecu is the more suitable. However, more important than 
the name is thal we manage to conclude the process 
toward a single currency. 


[LA TRIBUNE DESFOSSES] So France is not inflexi- 
ble on this point? 


[Barnicr} That is correct. 


{LA TRIBUNE DESFOSSES] What can we expect 
from the Madrid Summit in terms of the reform of the 
institutions? 


[Barnicr) Talks on that subject have not yet started be- 
Cause it is one of the themes that will be dealt with at 
the IGC. However, I would like to see the IGC given 
a clear mandate so that it can reach a successful con- 
clusion on the essential goals of adapting the European 
institutions for future enlargement, establish a real jornt 
foreign and security policy, and involve the citizens of 
Europe more on subjects like security. Negotiations will 
be arduous. 


{LA TRIBUNE DESFOSSES] Where the joint foreign 
and security policy ts concerned, will France continue 
to accept decisions reached by consensus? 


[Barnicr] We believe it is better to work by consensus 
while bringing greater flexibility to the implementation 
of general decisions. However, you will not arrive at a 
joint foreign and security policy by holding a vote on 
it, but rather through the will of the heads of state. In 
fact the aim is to establish a new voting system which 
avoids one country being able to veto the others and 
which more fairly takes into account the weight of the 
nations. 


{LA TRIBUNE DESFOSSES] Will the reform of the 
European institutions be the subject of a referendum in 
France? 


[Barnicr] The president of the Republic must be able 
to consult the French people on important subjects. It 
will depend on what the IGC decides. However, | know 
that he has not ruled out the possibility of consulting 
the French people on one or other of the future stages 


of European construction. 


{LA TRIBUNE DESFOSSES] Including the single 
currency? 

{Barnier} Oh no, there is no question of that. The French 
people has already made up its mind on that point. There 


could be a referendum for the ratification of the findings 
of the IGC or on the reform of foreign policy. 
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Barnier Not Ruling Out Referendum Before EMU 


BR1412151995 Paris LE FIGARO in French 
14 Dec 95 pil 


[Report by Soph Huet: “Europe's Future against a 
Background of Social Crisis”] 

(FBIS Translated Excerpi] Yesterday's debate in the 
National Assembly on France's European policy, 
the eve of the European Council in Madrid, once 
again revealed the concerns of numerous deputies, who 
have linked the present strikes against the government's 
social policy with the timetable for the construction of 
Europe. 


Foreign Minister Herve de Charette opened the discus- 
sion with the words: “See how the public services strike 
is turning into a debate for or against Maastricht. This 
is surrealistic! (...) Is it Europe which is to blame for 
the health insurance deficit which has accumulated over 
the past 15 years? Is it to the Maastricht Treaty that we 
owe the budget deficit, which from 1981 to 1995, dur- 
ing two Socialist presidencies, has risen from 30 to 300 
million francs? Obviously not.” Herve de Charette went 
on to insist that: “Truth to tell, France has to know what 
it wants: To adapt to the modern world or to withdraw 
into itself. (...) What is penalizing us is not the single 
currency but its absence.” 

This warning did not prevent deputies like Charles 
Josselin (Socialist Party, Cotes d' Armor), even though 
a pro-European, from recognizing that: “The heart is no 
longer in it. (...) A substantial number of our citizens 
are questioning our European commitments. Railroad 
workers, strikers, and the unemployed are accusing 
Maastricht.” 


Reservations in the Majority 


Not surprisingly Georges Hage (Communist Party, 
Nord) believes that “we are experiencing the first major 


social movement against the ultraliberal Maastricht 
logic,” whilst Jean-Claude Lefort, his colleague from 
Val-de-Marne, called for a referendum in France on 
the single currency. To which Michel Barnier, minister 
delegate for European affairs, replied: “Why not consult 
the French again on the new stages of the construction 
of Europe?” The idea was put forward by the head of 
state himself during the presidential campaign. 


Bruno Retailleau who is close to Philippe de Villiers 
{chairman of Movement for France], in turn passed sen- 
tence on the single currency as being “neither oppor- 
tune of pertinent.” His remarks were judged “archaic” 
by Michel Barnier. The fact remains that questions and 
reservations are increasing within the majority. [passage 
omitted] 
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Acknowledging the importance of a policy of explaining 
Europe to the French, because the “temptation of every- 
one for himself is strong,” Michel Barnier declared that 
he was favorably inclined toward a acw parliamentary 
debate on the single currency after the Madrid summit. 


Business Wants Reconstruction Role in Bosnia 


BRIS12153695 Paris LES ECHOS in French 
1S Dec 9S p& 


[Report by Michel de Grandi: “French Companies Have 
Been on the Ground for 18 Months”| 


([FBIS Translated Excerpt} Now that peace has returned, 
the race for contracts can begin. Just as the agreements 
bringing about peace in Bosnia were signed in Paris 
yesterday, French companies are counting that, this 
time, they will truly obtain their share of the work 
in the reconstruction of the former Yugoslavia. The 
lessons from the Gulf War have apparently borne fruit. 
“Whether it was Lebanon or Kuwait, the French have 
never known how to manage the transition between 
the end of a crisis and reconstruction,” an industrialist 
explains, remembering the low level of civilian contracts 
obtained in Kuwait once peace had returned there. 
This time, the French seem determined to not allow 
themselves to be squeezed out. They have not waited 
for the signatures on the bottom of the documents 
bringing about peace before getting into position in the 
reconstruction market. 


EDF [French Electricity Company) was among the first 
to get going and, since, has reestablished clectricity 
in Sarajevo. Apart from isolated cases, the collective 
impetus has come from the Defense Ministry which 
relied on its reserve officers employed by French 
companies. Starting in March, 1994, they were deployed 
on the ground to come up with as complete a picture as 
possible of what was needed. 


With the help of some 20 specialists “we carried out 
a very detailed inventory” explains Xavier Guillou, 
marketing director at Spic-Batignolics, who spent no 
less than 200 days with the Blue Helmets. The 6,000 
peacekeeping troops sent by France were thus abic 
to redo town planning schemes and to locate water, 
electricity, and urban transportation networks in all the 
cities. All of these clements turn out to be precious 
today. 


There is another clement to the French strategy: As soon 
as UN economic sanctions against the Federal Republic 
of Yugoslavia (Serbia and Montenegro) were lifted, the 
National Council of French Employers (CNPF] sent a 
mission of about 20 industrialists to Belgrade. [passage 
omitted] 
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A great many French companies are already in the start- 
ing blocks: Bouygues, Spie-Batignolles, Acroports de 
Paris, Sofreavia, EDF, the French National Railroad 
Company, the Autonomous Paris Transport Authority, 
Hospitex, banks, and even companies engaged in vol- 
ume retailing. As to professional organizations, they are 
playing up cooperation: the CNPF, but also the General 
Confederation of Smali- and Medium-Sized Companies 
and the Paris Chamber of Commerce are all involved. 


Administrative Barriers 


of these French industrialists today do not hide their 
fears faced with barriers in the (French) administration. 
[passage omitted] 
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The stakes, though, aie considerable even if, as with 
cach occasion, the cost of reconstruction varices greatly 
according to the different estimates. The World Bank 
reckons on almost 25 billion French francs (Fr) hav- 
ing to De Contracted over three years. The French esti- 
mate the minimum amount of investments in Bosma- 
ina over the coming three to four years al 
Fr30-35 billion. As to the distribution of contracts, it 
could work out to be one third cach for the EU, the 
United States, and various other partners (Japan, Mus- 
lim countries). This, though. is still only speculation 
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Dini Seeks Stability During EU Presidency 
LDI612191795 Rome RAI Radio Uno Network 
in halian 1800 GMT 16 Dec 95 


(FBIS Translated Text) Prime Minister Lamberto Dim 


[Begin Dini recording) The government has agreed, 
has prepared to give this contribution to parliament 


with a vote of confidence that avoided discussion 
of an excessive number of amendments and enabled 
an agreement to be reached on the most important 
would then hold a vote of confidence vote. The fact that 
this technical vote of confidence has been interpreted by 
some political parties as a political vote of confidence, 
then, at this point, I must pause. If parliament intends 
to make political capital out of this and strike out at the 
government to bring it down, to reject finance bill, and 


: 
Hp 


a rollover budget, then | must reflect 


end of the year. Is he still convinced, however, that 
there can be continuity of government for Italy's EU 
presidency? 
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[Begin Dini recording] | have always said, even stressed 
publicly, that clections should be avoided dunng Maly’s 
presidency or clections, which could lead to discontinu- 


ity in Italy's presidency. [end recording] 


Parliament Approves Dispatch of Troops to Bosnia 


LDIS12132995 Rome RAI Televideo Teleteu 
in Italian 1234 GMT 15 Dec 95 


[FBIS Translatet Excerpt] The Chamber of Deputics 
has approved a resolution authorizing the dispatch of 
2,300 Italian troops to Bosnia. 


The resolution was signed by all the parliamentary 
groups except for the Communist Refoundation Party 


[passage omitted] 


Troops To Deploy to Gorazde 
AUIS12144395 Paris AFP in English 
1415 GMT 15 Dec 95 


(FBIS Transcribed Text} Rome, Dec 15 (APP) — The 
Muslim enclave of Gorazde in castern Bosnia will 
fall under the control of Italian troops of the NATO. 


led peace implementation force, Malian chict of staf! 
Admiral Guido Venturom said Friday [15 December) 


As the Italian parliament approved the dispatch of 2, 40) 
Italian troops to the former Yugoslav republic Friday, 
Venturoni told journalists the contingent would arrive 
in the new year to take charge of a region to the north 
and east of Sarajevo which includes the isolated Moslem 
enclave. 


The Italian troops, which will also patrol some parts 
of the Bosnian capital itself, will come under overall 
French command, and will be joined by Portuguese 
forces in the sensitive region. One of their maim tasks 
will be *> control a road linking Sarajevo to Gorazde 
which passes through land currently held by the Bosman 
Serbs. 


The Italian parliament is expected to approve later 
Friday the country’s contribution to the 60,000-strong 


peace Implementation Force (IFOR). 
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Abtisaari Discusses Bosnia Force Contribution 


96ENOOIGA Helsinki HELSINGIN SANOMAT 
in Finnish 23 Now 95 p6 


[Article by Jarmo Aaltonen: “Ahtisaari Says Rapid 
Reaction Force Not Part of Developing the WEU™] 


(FBIS Translated Text) President Martti Ahtisaari dis- 
putes the assertions that Finland will be establishing a 
rapid reaction force within the next few years as part of 
an intent to solidify Western military collaboration. 


In connection with his visit to Belgium, Ahtisaari on 
Wednesday stressed that the rapid reaction force is not 
actually associated with developing the WEU, the joint 
Western European military organization. 


“What it is associated with is our own capability to 
pafticipate in new missions and to assure thal we 
will be able to provide a well-trained force that will 
perform those missions in the best possible manner. 
Such a force is clearly restricted from being used as 
peace enforcement troops,” the president said at a news 
conference on Wednesday afternoon. 


Decisions on Troops To Be Made on a 
Case-by-Case Basis 

On Wednesday morning Ahtisaari visited NATO head- 
quarters and met, among other persons, the interim chief 
secretary of NATO, Sergio Balanzino, who is also the 
italian delegate to NATO. In the afternoon he also met 
the chief secretary of the WEU, Jose Cutileiro. 


Balanzino is currently performing the duties of NATO's 
chief secretary on a temporary basis, as a new one has 
yet to be selected. The former chief secretary, Willy 
Claes, had to resign in cc. ction with the Agusta 
bribery case. 

Ahtisaari emphasized that the training of a rapid reaction 
force will require time. For that reason what Finland will 
send to Bosnia for monitoring the peace accord there is 
a “traditional unit" as part of a Nordic brigade. The 
anticipated strength of this brigade is 400 men. 


Ahtisaari said that it goes without saying that if Finland 
has a [text illegible] trained and equipped [text iliegibie] 


it will also strengthen [text illegible) our own capacity 
to defend ourselves. 


(text illegible) emphasized that establishing a rapid 
reaction force is a project requiring several years. 
Ahtisaari was not enthused, cither, about “listing” 


Finnish troops for possible NATO led operations, 
which is something most WEU countries have done. 
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“We will examine situations on a case-by-case basis. 
Fr ta ele tee taper hee 
contributing to various missions. The 
most anaes thing is that our observer status (in 
the WEU) grants us the possibility to participate in 
operations. First is the chance to receive information for 
making a decision, then, during an operation, to receive 
all the information necessary to handle the situation. 


"Two Old Gentlemen” Had Bosnia Recollections 


One of the topics of discussion within the EU as regards 
the organization of its big EU conference next year 
has been the relations between the EU and its “military 
wing,” the WEU, with the discussion even touching the 
fusing of the two organizations. Finland is an observer 
country in the WEU, and is opposed to the fusing 
because this would commit Finland to participation in 
the military operations of the EU. 


According to Abtisaari, the integration of the WEU 
imo the EU is not on the high end of the probability 
spectrum as things appear al present. According to 
him, preserving the status uo, or some type of closer 
cooperation between the EU and WEU., are the more 
realistic alternatives. He did not, however, wish to 
explain the basis for his opinion more specifically 
because “the situation is continuously developing.” 

Ahtisaari reiterated that Finland does not wish to 
become a full member of the WEU. The president said 
that he had a long discussion with Cutiletro about peace 
in Bosnia even for the reason that it was “the historical 


recollections of two old gentlemen from an cra when 


He also pointed out, as he was going to NATO in the 
morning, that there really was nothing remarkable about 
this half hour visit because Finland is one of NATO's 
partners for peace. 

“Chief secretary (Balanzino) is well aware of the 
prerequisites and restrictions that are placed on our 
Participation in implementing the Bosnian peace plan” 


Norway 


Russia Warns Against NATO Exercives 


BRIS12152895 Oslo AFTENPOSTEN in Norwegian 
14 Dec 9S pt 


{Report by Kjell Dragnes: “Russia Could Close North- 
ern Road”) 
[FBIS Translated Text] New Russian warning: If there 


are NATO exercises in Finnmark, the road between 
Murmansk and Kirkenes will be closed. 
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Murmansk/Moscow — The warning came from Mur- 
mansk District Governor Yevgeniy Komarov when he 
met Defense Minister Jorgen Kosmo in Murmansk yes- 
terday. 


“The Leningrad Military District was strongly opposed 
to the road between Murmansk and Kirkenes via the 
Pechenga valley being opened to foreign civilian traffic. 
On 17 May | was able to have it opened for traffic on 
a fourth day of the week as well. | cannot rule out our 
military bringing up the issue of closing the road again, 
Komarov said during the mecting with Kosmo. 


Answering direct questions after the meeting, Komarov 
was somewhat more moderate. It might be an question 
of closing the road only while the Norwegian exercises 
are underway, and there has been no initiative from the 
Leningrad military that this should take place: 


“But the Leningrad military district has never given 
permission for the road to be opened; I made that 
decision on my own responsibility and risk. Now we run 
the risk of the military men wanting to close it again,” 
Komarov said. 
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For his part, Kosmo has said repeatedly that be docs not 
complictely understand the Russian concern: 


“1 am a litle surprised that the Russians ae so surpricd 
by our wanting to have the same conditions along 
the Norwegian-Russian border as between Norway and 
Sweden and Norway and Finland.” he told Komarov and 
the others in attendance, both Kasatoney and the chici 
of the Northern Fleet, Admural Oleg Yerotcyes 


“1 see po feasen for us to uphold rules whach were 
imoduced during the Cold War. The adjustment was 
undertaken in order to improve Cooperation with Russia, 
not in order to prepare for mayor NATO manocuvres, 
Kosmo said. 


After a visit to the Northern Fleet, which was almost 
blowing away, the visit therefore herng shoricr apd more 
condensed than planned, the party returned to Moscow 
for discussions with Defense Minister Pavel Grachev 


Sweden 


Parliament To Limit Boxnia Contingent to 870 Men 


LDI512143495 Stoctholm Sveriges Radio Network 
in Swedish 1130 GMT 15 Dec 95 


[FBIS Translated Excerpt] The Swedish Riksdag today 
decided on Sweden taking part in NATO's peacekeep- 
ing force in Bosnia, a force of 870 men at the mow. 
These are no velvet soldiers, Defense Minister Thage 
G. Peterson said. [passage omitted] 


The only remaining thing now before the Swedish force 
is sent to Bosnia is that the UN Security Council 
approves the NATO action and i is expected that this 


will happen later today of in the next few days 
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Russian Intervention on Cyprus Ixsue Hailed 


NC171214039. Nicosia ALITHIA in Greek 
17 Dec 9S ps 


[From the “Everyday Truths” column: “The Russian 
Intervention” ] 


[FBIS Translated Text) Regardless of any reservations 
on the specifics of the Russian proposal on Cyprus, 


Besides, as of | January 1996, Russia will assume the 
Security Council presidency and from this position it 
will have the jurisdiction to be involved actively in the 
Cyprus issue. We want to believe that this involvement 
will be positive for our cause. What is needed from our 
side is close cooperation with Russia in every sector 
and systematic work so that the Cyprus positions will 
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Kliridhis Explains Multinational Force Proposal 


NCI812071195 Nicosia Cyprus Broadcasting 
Corporation Radio Network in Greck 
0530 GMT 18 Dec 95 


(FBIS Translated Text] Pressdent Glavkos Klindhis has 
clanfied that no direct imercommunal tvks can begin 
unless the sides get closer on all the essential parts 
of the Cyprus issue. The president was speaking upon 
his return from Madrid. where the EU summit was 
held. Presidem Kiiridhis was replying t. a question 
On positions expressed by U.S. Ambassador Richard 
Boucher, who said negotiations on EU accession and 
sovercignty will form the basis of the talks. 


Referring to a document of discussion points submitted 
to the Americans and released to the press, President 
Kliridhis said the information was leaked ny a National 
Council member. 


Explaining his proposal to form a multinational force in 
Cyprus with intervention nights, President Kisidhis said 
that both Greek and Turkish troops will participate in 
this force. He added: The force will intervene if either 
side threatens Cyprus’ independence and territorial 
imegrity or the decisions on a Cyprus solution. 


Referring to the EU summit results, President Klindhis 
said the road to Cyprus’ EU accession is open. He 
described Turkish threats to annex the occupied arcas 


as meamingicss. 


President Kliridhis Comments on EU Summit 


NC1712193295 Nicosia Cyprus Broadcasting 
Corporation Radio Network in Greek 
1700 GMT 17 Dee 9S 


{FBIS Translated Text] President Glavkos Klinidhis 
reiterated that the road to Cyprus’ EU accession is 
open and stressed that the Turkish threats to annex the 
occupied areas with Turkey are meaningless. 


In a statement tonight upon his return from Madrid, 
Presidemt Kiiridhis also confirmed CySC's (Cyprus 
Broadcasting Corporation) information that the United 
States had submatted to him for approval a documeat an- 
nouncing the beginning of imtercommunal talks, which 
was to be read by U.S. Presidential Emissary Richard 
Beattie at the conclusion of his recent meetings in 
Nicosia. 


Commenting on U.S. Ambassador Richard Boucher's 
statement that it has been agreed that accession and 
sovereignty ixsucs be the focus of discussion, President 
Kliridhis reiterated that our firm position is that direct 
talks can not begin unless there is an approach on all 
essential Cyprus issues. 
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Asked about [Turkish Cypriot leader Rauf] Denktas’ 
Statement that he wants the negotiations seeking a 
Cyprus solution to conclude so the pseudostate’s recog- 
nition will be easier, the president said that Denktas “is 
bringing coal to Newcastle.” Kliridhis emphasized that 
our side has repeatedly stated there is no political will 
by Denktas’ side for a Cyprus solution. 


‘Terrorism’ Against Egyptian Interests Planned 


NC1612160195 Nicosia ALITHIA in Greek 
16 Dec 95 pl 


(Report by Kharalambos Vasila] 


{FBIS Translated Text] There is a possibility that 
extremist Islamists might commit terrorist acts against 
Egyptian interests in Cyprus during the Christmas 
holidays. 

According to ALITHIA exclusive information, the Re- 
public of Cyprus received the relevant message or 7 
December. 


According to this message, fanatic Muslims, whose 
acts are an attempt to abolish the current regime in 
Egypt, will try to commit acts of terrorism against the 
following possible targets: the Egyptian Embassy, the 
Egyptian ambassador's residence, and Egyptian Airlines 
aircraft at the Larnaca Airport. In the same message it 
is pointed out that it is possible that the terrorists will 
try to kidnap or take hostage members of the Egyptian 
Embassy personnel or members of the Egyptian aircraft 
crew. 


In light of the above information, Police Headquarters 
has already taken increased preliminary measures to 
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protect all the above places and, generally, all places 
of Egyptian interest. The protective measures will reach 
their height this week and it is not known for how long. 
At the same time police have increased security and 
control measures at the airports and ports to prevent 
entry of suspected foreigners in Cyprus. Also, measures 
have been taken to avert the import of weapons and 
explosive materials by terrorists, who will use them in 
their plans. 


Central Intelligence Service has undertaken the coor- 
dination of all protective measures. Proper instructions 
have been issued to policemen, district chiefs, and the 
Port Authority manager. 


It is not the first time that Cyprus is reportedly the 
target of Arab Islamist terrorist acts. Similar informa- 
tion had been conveyed to the Cypriot authorities in 
early September this year. At that time, the Palestinian 
terrorist organization Jihad had reportedly, and consid- 
ered possible, planned an attempt to strike against Is- 
raeli interests in Cyprus. We must also report that at 
this time Egyptian authorities are holding a suspect and 
ship loaded with arms at Port Said. First thought would 
lead one to believe the arms are intended for Egyptian 
Islamists. At some stage Egyptian authorities investi- 
gated and discovered that there are Cypriot business- 
men involved in this case. This information was not 
verified. Also Turkish sources in Cairo spread the word 
that Cyprus equips the extremist Islamic movement in 
the Middle East. This information was denied by the 
Cyprus Embassy in the Egyptian capital. 
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Poll Shows Simitis Ahead as Possible Successor 


NCIS12154195 Athens ELEVTHEROTIPIA in Greek 
1S Dec 95 p 12 


[FBIS Translated Text] Regardless of political orienta- 
tion, some 90.1 percent believe that whatever his health 
is, Prime Minister Andreas Papandreou must end his 
political role and withdraw permanently. This is one of 
the conclusions of another poll on the public's views 
conducted by PRC [not further identified}, but not for 
ELEVTHEROTIPIA. 


It is indicative that 81.8 percent of PASOK [Panhellenic 
Socialist Movement) voters, that is everyone who voted 
for PASOK in 1993, believe that Papandreou must 
withdraw. 


The views on PASOK’s future course are sizaiiai to 
the aforementioned responses. Some 72.8 percent of 
all voters believe that PASOK must elect a successor 
immediately, 22.2 percent believe that it must wait for 
developments. Some 64.8 percent of PASOK voters 
believe a successor must be elected immediately. 


The group representing all voters prefers Kostas Simitis 
as Papandreou's successor. Simitis ranks first with 35 
percent, followed by Yerasimos Arsenis with 14.6 per- 
cent, Akis T. with 4.3 percent, Ioannis 
Kharalambopoulos with 3.5 percent, Vaso Papandreou 
with 3.3 percent, Apostolos Kaklamanis with 2.6 per- 
cent, and Dhimitrios Tsovolas with 0.9 percent. 


The group representing PASOK voters favors Simi- 
tis but the percentage is lower. Specifically, in this 
group Simitis received 30.6 percent, Yerasimos Arse- 
nis 22.1 percent, not specified 12.4 percent, various 
others 7.2 percent, Apostolos Kaklamanis 4.2 percent, 
Akis Tsokhatzopoulos 3.9 percent, loannis Kharalam- 
bopoulos 2.9 percent, Vaso Papandreou 2.6 percent, and 
Dhimitrios Tsovolas 2.0 percent. 


Some 42.2 percent consider Simitis as most appropriate 
for renewing PASOK and 19.1 percent consider Arsenis 
as the most appropriate person. 


Remarkably, Simitis, as PASOK chairman, is consid- 
ered most capable of winning the next elections. Specif- 
ically, if Simitis is elected PASOK chairman, then 45.6 
percent believe that PASOK will win the elections com- 
pared to the 34.5 percent that believes New Democracy 
[ND] will win. If Arsenis and Evert are candidates in 
the election, 44.55 percent believe ND will most likely 
win compared to the 36.5 percent that believes PASOK 
will win. If Kaklamanis is elected party chairman, then 
54.1 percent believe ND will win the elections and 27.85 
percent that PASOK will win. 
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The research was conducted between 9 and 12 Decem- 
ber by PRC in Athens and Pireaivs through personal 
interviews. 


Speculation on PASOK Succession Continues 
96P20157A 


(FBIS Media Note] 


Undermining Activities 

The issue of Prime Minister Andreas Papandreou’s suc- 
cession involves conflicting interests that may lead to 
mutually undermining activities within the Panhellenic 
Socialist Movement (PASOK), wrote Stamos Zoulas in 
the 3 December Athens daily | KATHIMERINI. The 
paramount issue for PASOK is preserving unity when 
choosing a new prime minister. While PASOK should 
now focus on finding the “best and most qualified” suc- 
cessor, it may have to choose a compromise or tempo- 
rary candidate merely to maintain internal cohesion. 


Attempts at undermining former Minister of Industry 
Kostas Simitis and Minister of Defense Yerasimios Ar- 
senis are already underway, Zoulas contended. Simi- 
tis is “methodically and insistently” projecting him- 
self as the “most threatening” adversary of the oppo- 
sition New Democracy (ND) and its leader, Miltiadhis 
Evert. Should he convince the parliamentary group, he 
would probably become a front runner, since deputics 
always favor the candidate most likely to ensure their re- 
election. That is why Simitis is the target of the harshest 
attacks from his PASOK opponents, who insist that he 
is the “favorite of big business” and that he resigned as 
minister to promote his own interests. Similarly, oppo- 
nents accuse Arsenis of being the “choice of the Amer- 
icans” and of having left PASOK in 1988 to further his 
own interests. 


Such accusations are based on the conviction that the 
new prime minister must have the “most impeccable" 
record of past loyalty to the PASOK founder and 
on future adherence to Papandreou-inspired dogmas, 
Zoulas continued. Given these prerequisites, Minister 
of Interior and Decentralization Akis Tsokhatzopoulos 
and other “legitimists” have an incontestable edge in the 
succession process. 


On the ND and Political Spring sides, Zoulas continued, 
the “adversary” of choice would be Tsokhatzopoulos, 
with Arsenis in second place, followed by Chamber of 
Deputies President Apostolos Kaklamanis and Simitis, 
for both opposition parties would view negatively a 
candidate capable of either claiming “centrist” leanings 
or inspiring “modernizing” tendencies within PASOK. 
In light of their interests, the Communist Party (KKE) 
and the Coalition of the Left for Progress, which hope 
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that PASOK will not meddle in their own ideological 
space, want the exact opposite, assigning first preference 
to Simitis, followed by Kaklamanis, Tsokhatzopoulos, 
and Arsenis, Zoulas concluded. 


Bonn’s ‘Favorite’ 


According to I KATHIMERINI Bonn correspondent 
Tasos Telloglou writing in the 3 December edition, both 
Simitis and Tsokhatzopoulos are “well known” to Ger- 
man Social Democratic Party (SPD) officials, but Simi- 
tis is more “appreciated” by the present center-right 
coalition government in Bonn. Simitis also attracts the 
sympathies of the Athens German Embassy, but so does 
PASOK luminary Vaso Papandreou (no relation to the 
prime minister), even if “close ties” are absent. How- 
ever, the same embassy also views Tsokhatzopoulos as 
a “pleasant” candidate with whom cooperation is pos- 
sible, even if the interior minister has been unable to 
convince the Germans that he possesses prime ministe- 
German diplomacy links its projections for the future 
with winning Greece over to the West's Turkish policy, 
Telloglou continued. From this point of view, Minister 
of Defense Volker Ruehe's support for Arsenis “has its 
limits,” Tellogiou contended. While in their meetings 
Arsenis has tried to project the image of a “serious in- 
terlocutor,” the attempt failed over the Arsenis-inspired 
“joint defense doctrine” between Greece and Cyprus. 
According to Tellogiou, a “neutral” Ruehe does not wish 
to involve himself in Greek-Turkish disputes and rejects 
joint maneuvers in the Balkans without Turkey's partic- 
ipation. 


ND Reaction 


The ND is convinced that early elections are “in- 
evitable,” with a March 1996 timetable, wrote Y. 
Tambakopoulos in the 3 December | KATHIMERINI. 
Meanwhile, the party is reviewing the various PASOK 
candidates: 


— Arsenis will probably fail to reach his goal and is 
“far behind” in the succession battle; 


—Tsokhatzopoulos is a credible candidate because of 
his support in the party apparatus, but lacks a significant 
base of support in the parliamentary group; 


— Kaklamanis would be a credible candidate only 
if an interim solution were envisioned. According to 
ND officials, while Kaklamanis would be able to 
elicit support from some conservative voters, his poor 
relations with the media would be a negative factor; 


— Simitis does not appear to worry the ND, even if he 
Can attract voters of differing ideologies, for his relations 
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with officials important to the succession process are not 
good. Additionally, he fails to impress a large segment 
of PASOK followers who are upset by his criticism of 
Papandreou. 


While the outcome of the succession is in doubt, 
ND officials believe that Papandreou advisor Andonis 
Livanis, “whose support is hoped for by many,” will 
play an “essential” role in it, Tambakopoulos concluded. 


Interrelationships 


Personal relations among PASOK officials have under- 
gone a number of changes in the present crisis, wrote 
Yiorgos Papakhristos in the 2 December Athens daily 
TA NEA. Relations between Arsenis and Minister of 
Environment Kostas Laliotis are not good. The two offi- 
cials only met recently because of Papandreou’s illness, 
and contacts may not continue. Arsenis, who appeared 
to be the most “isolated” candidate, has made overtures 
to other PASOK officials. However, because of political 
differences, he has no personal relations with the “group 
of four,” (Vaso Papandreou, Kostas Simitis, Thodhoros 
Pangalos, and Paraskevas Avyerinos). Tsokhatzopoulos 
himself has bad relations with the “four,” while there 
are also internecine conflicts among the laticr because 
of the rivalry between Vaso Papandreou and Simitis. 
While there have also been some examples of reconcil- 
iation, as when relations between Vaso Papandreou and 
Laliotis improved, an adversarial relationship still exists 
between Laliotis and Pangalos. 


This intricate situation, Papakhristou opined, should be 
an answer to those who aliempt to make predictions 
on the succession based on, for example, the number 
of friends supporting Tsokhatzopoulos. The succession 
race, he asserted, will be determined by political condi- 
tions, and not by friendships. 


‘Presidential Guard’ Seen Returning 
96P20156 


{[FBIS Media Note] With the expectation that Prime 
Minister Andreas Papandreou may overcome his illness, 
the so-called “presidentialist” faction [a party leader is 
also called party “president” in Greek] has regrouped, 
wrote Petros Evthimiou in the 10 December Athens 
weekly TO VIMA TIS KIRIAKIS. While the “pres- 
identialists,” who are meeting regularly, wish to pro- 
vide whole- hearted support for Papandreou's politi- 
cal options, they also aim at self- protection in case 
of Papandreou's demise, Evthimiou contended. Accord- 
ing to sources, during the meetings Panhellenic Socialist 
Movement (PASOK) luminaries such as Yiorgos Katsi- 
faras, Sifis Valirakis, and Kimon Koulouris argue that it 
is each potential “heir-apparent’s” duty to “respect the 
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government established by Papandreou, since it is his 
political heritage.” Simply said, Evthimiou wrote, the 
new prime minister should not carry oul a government 
reshuffle, whose first victims would be those ministers 
who seem to owe their positions to the prime minister's 
favor. 

Another development in the “presidentialists’” regroup- 
ing is the “aggressive” recourse to the grassroots for 
support, as demonstrated by the recent “presidentialist” - 
inspired meeting of 400 representatives of monarchial 
organizations. While for the past year several PA- 
SOK movements—the “group of four,” the “captains,” 
the “Italians,” and officials such as Kostas Laliotis— 
recommended a fundamental renewal of the party's in- 
ternal democracy, which would entail a departure from 
bureaucratic procedures and from PASOK’s partisan 
“nomenklatura,” as well as the attribution of the deci- 
sionmaking process to the wider party organizations, the 
climate has now changed, Evthimiou affirmed. All fac- 
tions maintain that critical decisions must be made at the 
level of the party's central representative organs such as 
the central committee and the parliamentary group, and 
that the top cadres be convoked to a party congress only 
in a second phase, Evthimiou concluded. 


Commentary Assails Ratification of Customs Union 


NC1512190495 Athens | KATHIMERINI in Greek 
15 Dec 95 pl 


{Commentary by Angelos Stangos] 

{FBIS Translated Text) The United States and the EU 
countries yesterday proved once again that govern- 
ments’ references—not to mention actions—tregarding 
human rights, minorities’ rights, and freedoms and 
democracy that should be dictated by matching con- 
cerns, have no real meaning. The ratification of Turkey's 
customs union by the European Parliament (EP) offers 
an argument to cynics who support that the world is 
not driven by principles but by interests, and mainly the 
interests of the strong. These are the strong who have 
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the power to impose their will, either by conviction or 
by force, especially today, when there is no fear of the 
opponent. Past common beliefs on these issues seem to 
have changed completely. 


The truth is that from the first moment that the West—in 
Washington and the major European capitals —decided 
to open its arms and welcome Turkey, discounting 
everything taking place there, it became difficult for 
the Eurodeputies to raise any objection. Great pressure 
was exerted. The leading governments cited national 
interests to convince the distrustful to forget their 
principles. Thus, the retreat by the European Parliament 
groups and the Eurodeputies, who initially opposed this 
agreement, was to be expected. 


Under these pressures and knowing the result from the 
beginning, Greece did not put forth great efforts to 
obstruct the ratification of Turkey's EU customs union. 
Similar, but maybe more difficult to understand, was 
the Cyprus Government's position, which judged that 
this ratification would facilitate its own effort for EU 
accession, despite the fact that different mediators insist 
that the Cyprus issue must be resolved before such 
action takes place. Greek Eurodeputies were then left to 
deal with this situation alone; they have actually made 
heroic efforts. 


However, no one has yet replied convincingly one 
logical question: How will Turkey's customs union with 
the EU prevent radical Islamists from moving into the 
neighboring country? It is well known that there is 
major socia! inequality in Turkey and it is clear that 
at least for the foreseeable future, lifting protectionism 
will harm rather than help Turkish economy and will 
increase rather than reduce unemployment. This is 
because Turkish industry will be unable to compete with 
imports until it adapts, and many years will pass before 
Turkey becomes competitive. So, in the case of Turkey, 
what interests are served by violating all pretenses and 
principles? 
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Statement Issued on Turkish-U.S. Defense Meeting 


TA1512193895 Ankara TRT Television Network 
in Turkish 1800 GMT 15 Dec 95 


(FBIS Translated Text} The 13th high-level Turkey-U.S. 
joint defense group meeting ended in Ankara today. 
The issues discussed at the meeting were announced at 
a joint news conference by General Cevik Bir, deputy 
chief of the General Staff, and Jan Lodal, U.S. principal 
deputy under secretary of defense for policy. Accord- 
ingly, the Turkish and U.S. delegations conducted an 
overall review of bilateral defense relations and secu- 
rity assistance matters. 


A joint press release stated: The primary items on the 
agenda of the meeting consisted of an extended Turkish- 
U.S. defense partnership, Turkish military priorities, 
the strengthening of peace in the Balkans, solving 
the conflicts in the Caucasus and the consolidation of 
the stability in that region, and new opportunities for 
military cooperation in north Iraq, the Gulf region, and 
the Middle East. 


Following the joint press release, Bir and Lodal an- 
swered reporters’ questions. Asked by a reporter if the 
question of Poised Hammer was discussed during the 
meeting, Lodal said that the subject was discussed only 
in general terms and within the context of the imple- 
mentation of the UN resolutions, because the main goal 
of the meeting was not Poised Hammer. 


Bir, in turn, declared that Poised Hammer is conducting 
its activities in line with UN Resolution 688 and recalled 
that the main goal of the operation is to guarantee the 
security of the people living in north Irag. Bir said: 
The Turkish and U.S. commanders are exercising equal 
power in this operation. Al! aspects of this force are 
supervised by Turkish authorities. 


In reply to another question, Bir said that Turkey will 
participate in NATO's IFOR [Implementation Force] in 
Bosnia-Herzegovina with a battalion. Lodal expressed 
great satisfaction with Turkey's effective contribution 
in Bosnia-Herzegovina and its support for the United 
Nations’ peace activities. 


Lodal concluded his contacts in Ankara and then pro- 
ceeded to Istanbul. Before leaving Esenboga Airport, 
Lodal met with Ambassador Onur Oymen, Foreign Min- 
istry under secretary. In a statement after the meeting, 
Oymen remarked that there is deep-rooted defense coop- 
eration between Turkey and the United States. Pointing 
out that the two countries also conduct a close exchange 
of views on military matters in the region, Oymen said 
that this is extrernely useful. 
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Ecevit Vows To Ignore CU Accord If Elected 


TA1612192695 Istanbul Kanal-6 Television 
in Turkish 1700 GMT i6 Dec 95 


(FBIS Translated Excerpt} Democratic Left Party [DSP] 
leader Bulent Ecevit has held his first election rally 
in Istanbul. Ecevit, who addressed the DSP rally in 
Gazi Osmanpasa, likened the Customs Union [CU] 
agreement, which was signed in Brussels, to the Treaty 
of Sevres, adding that the DSP will not recognize the 
agreement if it comes to power. Ecevit, together with 
his wife, greeted the party supporters from the election 
bus and addressed the crowd after releasing pigeons into 
the air. 


Ecevit explained tat Turkey did not use its bargaining 
power when signing the CU agreement. Claiming that 
the Cyprus issue was sacrificed for the sake of the 
CU agreement and that Turkey became a slave of 
Europe, Ecevit said that his party will not recognize 
the agreement. 


[Begin Ecevit recording] The government that we will 
establish or be part of will not implement the Brussels 
document. You will probably ask me how | dare say that 
I will not recognize the agreement Turkey signed with 
the EU. | will throw the agreement into the wastchasket 
just as Ferit Pasa did not recognize the Treaty of Sevres 
and threw it into the wastebasket during one of the 
weakest periods of the Turkish nation. [end recording] 


[passage omitted] 


Iranian Envoy Discusses Prospects for Relations 


NCI812110195 istanbul ZAMAN in Turkish 
12 Dec 95 pS 


[Report on an “exclusive” interview with Ambassador 
Muhammad Reza Bageri by correspondents Selcuk 
Yemen and Veysel Canlier in Ankara; date not given] 


[FBIS Translated Text} Ankara—{[ZAMAN] Does Iran 
support the Workers Party of Kurdistan [PKK]? 


{Bageri}] Turkey knows Iran does not support the PKK. 
We oppose that organization. Iran's territory is not 
safe for those who operate against Turkey. Our country 
expects Turkey to maintain a similar approach. Tehran 
does not want Turkey to shelter the terrorists who 
oppose Iran. Ankara must not allow them to create 
propaganda against our country. We have five security 
committees working on issues relating to the PKK. 
They are affiliated with various establishments, from 
the Ministry of Internal Affairs to the governors in 
our border provinces. Several newspapers in Turkey 
publish reports that make us uneasy. The problem must 
be debated by the committces, not by the newspapers. 
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[Bageri] The Western countries claim that Turkey and 
Iran are competing over Central Asia. They say Iran 
plans to spread the Islamic religion, as if the Turks are 


*s rival. Meanwhile, Turkey has already said 
it does not regard Iran as a rival. The West wants the 
two countries to compete with each other. 


[ZAMAN] Can you comment on relations between 
Turkey and Iran? 


[Bageri] They can be viewed from two angles, prerevo- 
lution and afterward. A pro-US. regime ruled Iran dur- 


ing the shah’s era. Relations were not warm. Trade to- 
taled about $250 million. But that figure increased to 
$2.5 billion during the Iran-Iraq war. It stands at $900- 
950 million now. Most of the amount is made up of 
oil sales. We want to broaden trade by selling or buy- 

. example, Turkey and 


| 
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PKK’s ‘Unilateral’ Cease-Fire Takes Effect 


TA1612160295 London MED TV Television 
in Turkish 1730 GMT 15 Dec 95 


{FBIS Translated Excerpt] The unilateral cease-fire 
declared by PKK [Workers Party of Kurdistan] leader 
Abdullah Ocalan has gone into effect. Ocalan, who 
participated in a television program broadcast live on 
MED TV yesterday, stated that the PKK will abide by 
the cease-fire until such time as the Turkish state attacks. 
[passage omitted] 


Dear viewers, great efforts were made to disrupt our 14 
December broadcasts. The signals sent to our satellite 


in a bid to disrupt the program failed. Ocalan’s call 
for peace reached the public despite the efforts of those 
who favor war, and it is continuing to produce favorable 
reactions. Many news agencies around the world — 
REUTER, in particular — covered Ocalan’s call for a 
cease-fire. 


Kurdish organizations are voicing their support for the 
cease-fire, to which the Turkish state is reacting in 
the usual way. In a statement, Kurdish Socialist Party 
Secretary General Kemal Burkay called for mobilization 
in support of peace. Stating his party's support for 
the cease-fire, Burkay called on Turkey to join the 
cease-fire. Explaining that the cease-fire is a great 
opportunity for Turkey, Burkay stressed that the Kurdish 
issue is am international issue and not an issue of 
terrorism. Explaining that the Kurdish peopie took up 
arms because of the policies adopted by the Turkish 
State, Burkay said: Now it is Turkey that is adopting 
an intransigent attitude and avoiding peace. Burkay 
appealed to all Kurdish and Turkish democrats to 
mobilize for peace. 


Meanwhile, the European ERNK [National Liberation 
Front of Kurdistan] organization also issued a statement 
to the effect that now, in the wake of the PKK cease-fire, 
the EP should stand by its call for a political solution. 
The ERNK called on the EP to establish a commission 
in a bid to launch talks bc veen the Turkish and Kurdish 
sides. The statement said the EP's acceptance of Turkey 
into the Customs Union encourages the massacres 
perpetrated against the Kurdish people. Explaining that 
this decision is wrong, the ERNK pointed out that the EP 
is now trying to balance its earlier decision with another 
one calling for a political solution to the Kurdish issue. 
Asking that all aid to Turkey be suspended should it 
fail to display a favorable attitude toward a political 
solution, the statement noted that the Kurdish side will 
fulfill all its responsibilities. 


Government Coalition Possibilities Examined 


96P20150A Istanbul HURRIYET in Turkish 
25 Nov 95 p6 


[Commentary by Fatih Altayli: “Coalition Formulas” | 


[FBIS Translated Text] I do not see one party governing 
alone after the elections. Not even pre-election alliances 
will bring one party to power. Now there is one question 
in everybody's mind: “Who will form a coalition with 
whom?" Let's look at the alternatives: 


DYP [True Path Party}-ANAP [Motherland Party}: 
Impossibie...If there are those who would do this, they 
will taking a beating because they haven't done it yet. 
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DYP-CHP [Republican People’s Party}: They could do 
this, but the numbers in the Turkish Grand National 
Assembly will probably not be enough. 

DYP-MHP [Nationalist Action Party}: Possible. But 
again a third partner would be necessary. CHP with 
MHP is impossible. Refah also does not go with MHP. 
DYP-Refah [Welfare Party}: The strongest probability. 
If Refah emerges as the largest party, DYP is seen as 
she can cooperate with Refah if necessary. 
DYP-DSP [Democratic Left Party]: Impossible in this 
life..{Impossible in death too for that matter.) 


ANAP-CHP: Impossible, the numbers will not suffice. 


ANAP-Refah: Mesut Yilmaz is not as comfortable as 
Ciller on comprising his principles. The elections in the 
year 2000 will be here before a decision is made on this 
subject. 

ANAP-MHP-: Possibiec. Once again there is the problem 
of numbers. 

ANAP-DSP: The strongest probability. This is possible 
if Rahsan Ecevit [Bulent’s wife] believes that Mesut 
Yilmaz will not be able to pull the wool over Bulent's 
eyes. 

DSP-CHP: This is actually happening before the elec- 
tion anyway. 

DSP-MHP: This has been going on for a long time. 


DSP-Refah: Forget it. This is also impossible. 


Column Reviews Welfare Party’s Objectives 
NC1812090295 Istanbul CUMHURIYET in Turkish 
9 Dec 95 pp 1,17 


[From the unattributed “Truth Behind Developments” 
column: “Welfare Party's Constitution” | 


[FBIS Translated Text) The political parties are cam- 
paigning for the general election on 24 December. Each 
is now revealing what it plans to do if it comes to power. 
The Welfare Party [RP] has published several bookiets 
Outlining its objectives. Most have been signed by RP 
leader Necmettin Erbakan. 


FBIS-W EU-95-242 
18 Dicember 1995 


The RP has summed up its objectives int). words: 
“Just Order.” It is the only political party to proclaim 
that it “will change the existing system.” But it has failed 
to say what changes it will make. One of its objectives is 
to change the Constitution. None of the political parties 
fully support the Constitution drawn up in 1982.T! °P 
opposes the constitutional provision on secularism and 
the articles that outline the republic as a lawful state, 
one that cannot be “changed.” 


The RP believes that many of the Constitution's pro- 
visions set out in 1982 are wrong, particularly those 
that allow for banning the Islamic faith. The party's 
150-page draft constitution makes no reference to Art- 
cle 134 of the Constitution, which relates to protecting 
and maintaining Kemal Ataturk’s reforms and estabiish- 
ments. 


Erbakan has made several interesting statements. Here 
are some: “Turkey's 60-million population will support 
the RP.” Had Kemal Ataturk lived, he too would have 
supported the RP.” “We will come to power. But 60 
million people in Turkey will decide whether or not 
there will be bloodshed.” 


No one who believes in democracy would repeat 
Erbakan’s remarks. The target of RP constitutional 
changes is the provision describing Turkey as a secular 
republic. The RP has stated that it will use every 
opportunity to change the system. 


Considering the law on political parties, the courts will 
decide whether the RP has broken any law. But the 
views of several of those contesting centrisi right-wing 
party tickets are similar to those held by RP supporters. 
These parties are convinced that they can block the RP 
by including them on their tickets. 


The most important duty of the left-wing partics must 
be to expose the centrist right-wing partics’ mistake. 
The RP cannot be stopped by convincing the electorate 
to vote for the strongest centrist right-wing party in 
the elections. No, that would be wrong. The RP can 
be stopped only if nothing is lost from the Republic's 
secular and contemporary nature. 
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